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TAYSIDE POLICE
PUBLIC CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
	MEETING DETAILS – FOR COMPLETION

	Group/individual
	Comrie Community Council

	Police attendee(s)
	There will be no Police attendance

	Time, date and place
	1930 hours, Thursday 12th January, 2012

	Report emailed
	Tuesday 10th January, 2012


	PART A
Report  for Meeting

(Relevant elements to be populated as necessary)

	Corporate message: 

	“Tayside Police - Making a Difference”
which is underpinned by four values: 
 

                     Putting communities at the heart of everything we do
                     Fighting crime, bringing criminals to justice and protecting the vulnerable
                     Showing that we care and delivering a good quality service
                     Working together, respecting each other and doing our best
 
Identity Fraud Warning
Tayside Police is issuing a stark warning to public.  If you give out personal banking information over the phone you could risk losing thousands of pounds in cash.

The warning comes after an elderly couple in Perth were scammed out of £60,000 by bogus callers purporting to be from their bank.  Enquiries are continuing into this crime and both Central Scotland Police and Strathclyde Police are understood to be investigating similar incidents in their areas.  

Detective Inspector Caroline Lindsay, based in the Criminal Investigation Department in Perth said,

‘‘This case highlights what happens when information gets into the wrong hands. Fraudsters will use personal information about you to lull you into thinking they are officials from your bank, encouraging you to part with more personal details and even your bank PIN number. We are urging everyone to be on their guard. Your bank or the police will never cold call you or email you and ask you for your login details, cards or PIN numbers. If anyone does, they are probably a criminal so hang up the phone and let us know.’’ 

According to research commissioned by Fellowes exclusively for the campaign, although 95% of the UK population are now aware of the threat and risks of identity fraud, the number of victims is still rising as people continue to be careless with their identities. 7% of the UK population have been victims of identity fraud, equating to over 4 million people. 

Statistics from CIFAS, the UK’s Fraud Prevention Service, reported that the number of identity fraud cases declared to the authorities in the UK continue to rise, with over 80,000 reported in the UK so far this year. Research shows us that as the risk is rising, UK citizens are not taking enough care of their personal details:

· A quarter of us (25%) are still not taking simple yet key precautions such as shredding bills and bank statements before putting them in the bin 

· Only 57% of those surveyed verify emails or calls from organisations before responding 

· 46% wouldn’t report a lost driving licence or passport straight away 

· 59% do not follow up when mail fails to arrive and just 13% regularly check their credit rating 

· Encouragingly, 83% of the UK public check for unfamiliar transactions on bills and statements and 86% have security software on their home computer so in some areas consumers are being more vigilant.

Complacency extends to online activities as well, with 88% of people who use social networking sites having shared information that could be used to commit identity fraud such as their address or date of birth. Furthermore, only 18% of those interviewed said they were concerned about sharing information on or the security risk of social networking sites, with 10% sharing information about others that could then be used to assume their identities. 

When it comes to identity fraud, prevention is always key. Some easy ways for individuals to protect themselves include:

· Always checking for unfamiliar transactions on bank statements 

· Shredding all documents containing sensitive information using a cross cut shredder before throwing them away 

· Looking into mail that goes missing 

· Carrying out regular personal credit report checks 

· Redirecting post for at least six months when moving house 

Limiting the amount of information shared when using social networking sites.



	Current performance:

	


	Recent crimes/issues in the area:

	In the last month there have been a number of crimes within Comrie. 
1 male was arrested for assaulting his partner. 

2 males were reported to Procurator Fiscal regarding assaulting 2 other males. 

On Sunday 8th January, between 5am and 920pm, a house in Cowden Way was broken into and a number of items were stolen from within. It is requested that locals remain alert to any suspicious activity in the area and report anything that they are not happy with. If anyone has any information regarding this crime, could they please get in touch with Tayside Police at the earliest opportunity. 


	Road policing issues locally:

	The weather has played a big part in transport disruption in the last month through wind, rain and the first cold nights of winter. We encourage people to prepare themselves and their vehicles for winter conditions. 
It is suggested that the following be kept in your car in case you become stuck due to weather conditions:-

· A scraper and de-icer

· Warm clothing and a blanket
· A warning triangle and an item of high visibility clothing
· A torch and spare batteries

· Make sue your mobile phone is fully charged

· High energy food and drinks

· A shovel

· A tow rope

· A piece of old carpet to stick under the wheels if you become stuck

· Jump leads




	Local initiatives:

	OPERATION AFTERDARK -Communication of Key Messages to the community.

The main message of operation is “making your community secure and safe at night.”

Associated key messages are;

The nights are drawing in – keep vigilant and stay safe.  A few simple measures will make sure that you and your property are kept safe and secure during the hours of darkness:

· Ensure that you lock all windows and doors at night

· Check that all garages and sheds are secure

· Don’t leave anything valuable (such as a bike) lying about in the garden

· Keep a light on if you are going out – a timer is a good idea if you are going to be away for a few days

· Check to make sure neighbours are OK

· Consider installing preventative measures such as outside lighting at your property

· Report any suspicious activity to the Police – 0300 111 2222

High visibility patrols will be in your area during the hours of darkness



	Forthcoming events to be policed (associated issues): 

	


In the event that an officer from Tayside Police is unable to attend the meeting it is respectfully requested that the content of this police report be included in any circulated meeting minutes.

Should there be any issues requiring police attention or comment that are raised before, during or between meetings please contact your local community officer or Sergeant to discuss.
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