Comrie and District Community Council
Annual General Meeting

Secretary’s Report — April 2007 to March 2008

The members of the Community Council met on eadh®ten published dates during 2007 and 2008
with a good attendance each time. All meetingsrdu2i007/08 were attended by a loyal group of
Comrie residents who continued, by invitation, fieiotheir opinions and views which undoubtedly
enriched the sessions for everyone. The Strathéarald attended the meetings on many occasions,
but fewer than previous years, due entirely todtbmestic arrangements of their main reporter. Our
congratulations to her for the successful additioher family!! We, the Community Council have
always advocated that it is important our actigitiee accurately and objectively reported and tepor
in the local newspaper will undoubtedly raise thefife of the Community Council. A high profile, in
our opinion, is essential if we are to functioreeffvely and with thesupport and understanding of all
Comrie residents and seasonal visitdinutes of every meeting are posted in the Libr#ng, Post
Office and on the notice board in the southeastiminof Low Cost Stores in Melville Square. Full
minutes and other details of the Community Coua@l now available on the Comrie web site on
www.comrie.org.uk

Policing Matters

For a couple of years now we have reported thaydl¢h problem in Comrie was getting out of hand
with too many incidents of under age drinking, veentandalism, intimidation of others and down

right anti-social behaviour. For very many monfofipwing liaison with the Community Council, the
police have worked towards putting a lid on thepaarious problems and eventually the prolonged
attention the they gave to Comrie at weekends haaffact. It must now be said that the youth

problem Comrie experienced during the last twelveighteen months has been reduced to such a low
level that it must be acceptable to all but the tagsheartened residents. The Community Council
would like to offer their congratulations to theliee for their outstanding success in this area.

Representatives from the Police attend most Comm@auncil meetings and make a full report of

the incidents that have occurred during the prexedionth and the actions they have taken, or
propose to take, to remedy them.

Flooding/River Ruchill

The situation has not materially changed sincdasiereport a year ago. The river, generally, curgs

to deteriorate and the threat of some flooding esalt is always possible. The long awaited flood
prevention survey, which was commissioned in thengpof 2006, was finally unveiled in October

2007 and John Thomson from P&K came to the Comm@dtuncil meeting that month to present its
findings. The summary was that Comrie and Greeiihgawere the only two successful proposals
locally and they will secure funding for flood reflias money becomes available but for Comrie, maybe
not until financial year 2009-10.

A local landowner, Dr James Irvine, has finallypessed a keen interest in getting the problems
resolved as soon as possible and is now happpdésrarmour to be installed along certain partef t
riverbank to prevent further erosion. Issues oaadlaccess to the river have yet to be resolveels@ h
issues remain with Dr Irvine.

Throughout the year fallen trees, roots and gemtstatis have had to be removed from the river @urs
at regular intervals at a considerable cost td?kk Council.

Road Matters - ScotlandTranserv

Communications with this body have been as unrewgrals with the previous incumbents. Despite
the Community Council’s requests for repairs angraging on certain sections of the A85 trunk road
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and surrounding infrastructure, responses froml&wdTranserv have been as difficult to extract as
teeth from an unwilling dental patient !!

However, P&K on the non trunk road requests, has ligeenerally very good. The relining of the B827
from mid Langside to Comrie was a tremendous imgnoent and they have been congratulated on
this. The department has generally been respotwingguests for repairs and improvements and we
are grateful for this. However, the resurfacingsaié the cemetery on the South Crieff Road, which
has long been promised, is eagerly awaited.

Public Toilets

The toilets are still open and remain under therobof Perth & Kinross Council. Negotiations fdret
Community Council to take over their running havegeeded at a glacial pace. P&K are still insistent
that the Community Council should shoulder the &miount of fixed overhead and this amounts to
around £5,500 per annum. In return they are orgpg@red to grant CCC an allowance of £3,000 per
year towards these costs. The Community Couneiviare that the toilets cannot be fully funded on
the grant money so the project to take them on midist likely, be abandoned. It is then almost
inevitable that the toilets will be closed and désieed. P&K are continuing to explore ‘comfort
partnerships’ with local hoteliers and retailethaligh there seems to be little interest from any
quarter. The good thing about this is that whilmmrt schemes are unresolved the toilets will remai
open and funded by P&K.

Core Path Planning

P&K are under a Government obligation to develdgcal system of path networks that should have
the end result of making the countryside more aibkesto residents and visitors. They are intent on
creating an off road cycle path through Comrierik Up with the grander east/west route plan.
Although the idea has considerable merit, it hifle Isupport from the local landowners affectedhmy
‘land grab’ that such a route would entail. The lghgrocedure has had the waters muddied by far too
many bodies and individuals being involved. A ciggrocess of consultation needs to emerge so that
a representative body from Comrie can talk to alarty fledged body in Perth. We will try to assist

the developments in this respect.

Special thanks to Neill Aitken who represented@menmunity Council to P&K and others in this
complicated and somewhat confusing birth of a matipath network that many did, and some still do,
consider unnecessary but who are now recognisinpétits as being beneficial to the community as a
whole.

First Response

A local Comrie resident, Alan Moffat, presentedidea to the Community Council in January 2007 for
the formation of a First Response unit which waadtias a back up to the Ambulance Service and
would treat a limited number of very specific kileonditions — for example heart attack and stroke.
The Community Council was supportive of this schemeé donated an initial sum of £500 to help to
get the project up and running. The First Respeokeme was successful in getting further backing
and went on to become a viable organisation withénvillage. The Community Council donated a
further £500 to assist with further set up cosistiResponse now helps the whole community by ably
supporting the emergency ambulance service andgownderstand more about what they do by
visiting the Comrie website. Our thanks and congagibns are passed to Alan Moffat and his First
Response colleagues.

Christmas Lighting

The Christmas Lighting Committee continued to iasethe number of lights displayed above the
main streets of the village during the festive s@a3he Community Council, as always, placed festiv
coloured lights in the tree to the east side ofRhdash Church and also arranged for Christmas tee
be presented to the Church, the school and thelRimyal. The lighting display has been generally
well received and the Community Council would ltkecongratulate the Lighting Committee for their
efforts in improving the festive appearance ofviage during December and early January — such
dark months.



Hay Ride

The Hayride took place on Sunday™&ugust. The weather was good to start with butrethby a
torrential downpour later in the afternoon towatfus end of the proceedings. However, everyone
undoubtedly had a good time as usual. Useful méomethe Community Council was raised from the
raffle and several donations. Thanks again todle find drink sponsors and especially the tractdr a
trailer drivers who provided the transport to arahf the event. However, the health and safety
concerns of the Police, who were licensing thettragrocession, may mean that the venue will have t
be more carefully chosen next time. The safetysrashd the public liability insurance aspects waed

to be fully considered and properly evaluated.

Community Groups in Comrie

We should not ignore all the community groups inrZie who do such a good job to support and
enhance the quality of life within the village. Gdaws Groups that should be mentioned, but in no
particular order, are the Comrie Fortnight Comreittthe PTA, Comrie in Bloom, the Flambeaux
Committee, the Pipe Band and the Thursday Club.é¥eworganisations like the Cancer Shop, who
help others by donating very large amounts of mdodgyancer Research, should not be forgotten.
There are many other worthy organisations in Comvhie, without doubt, equally deserve a mention
in this report.

Departing Community Council member

Joan Carmichael decided not to stand again foelgtions held in March last year and duly retired
from the Community Council after a very distinguadtfifteen years of service. A short presentation
was made to Joan at the October meeting outlinendnistory with the Community Council and a gift
of an engraved cut glass bowl was given to herddkrher service. A subsequent letter of thanks was
received from her.

Summary

All the usual thanks again to Community Councille#so gave up their Thursday evenings and, in
some cases, much more other time as well. We kiekabw, trying to help Comrie develop and grow
and are looking toward improving the amenities quadlity of life for all those who live here or \isi

on a seasonal or regular basis.

Thanks to Caroline Boxer and the Strathearn Hdaaldepresenting relevant views in the paper each
week as she and her colleagues deemed appropriate.

Tim Lucas
Secretary — Comrie Community Council
13" March 2008



