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	Minutes of the meeting of 11th April 2013
	

	
	@ Comrie Community Centre from 7.30pm
	

	1.0
	Attendance
	Action

	
	Community Councillors:
Gill Brock

Andrew Finlayson (Chair)
Gordon McCartney
Judy McDowall

David Robertson
	

	
	PKC Councillors: Ann Younger & Rhona Brock
	

	
	Strathearn Herald: Rachel Blackburn
	

	
	Apologies : Community Councillors David Adam & Sandra McRitchie & PKC Councillor  Ann Cowan
	

	2.0
	Police Report
	

	
	PC Donald Florence also gave apologies but submitted Community Council Police Report of 10.04.2013 which was summarised ;

· Inappropriate parking still under investigation

· One reported break in to commercial premises.

· One report of suspicious males canvassing door to door. Residents are encouraged to report all ‘cold callers’.

· Promotion and explanation of new 101 non emergency number.

· Outline of Trading Standards advice re ‘bogus workman’.

The full report will be put on our website.
	

	3.0
	Matters Arising from Previous Minutes (14th March 2013)
	

	
	The Monument – CC McDowall continues to try to contact Trustees of the Monument. 

Following the recent Strathearn Herald article Christine Ross, Headteacher at Crieff High School, called to suggest she may involve pupils in some associated project focusing on local history and this can only help to stimulate interest.

Consideration will be given to organising a monument work crew day where volunteers can help clear the encroaching vegetation. 
	JCllr Judy
McDowall

 All CCCs

	
	Green Dog Walkers Initiative–A number of recent local initiatives are noted in the Herald and we are hopeful that a village wide scheme might gain sufficient support to be meaningful.
	

	
	Emergency Plan - It is noted that the Emergency Plan sub committee met on Wednesday to develop ideas from the second draft of the Plan. There will be a further meeting of the group on the Wednesday before the next CCC meeting. 
	

	
	PKC Grounds Maintenance – There was a discussion on the concerns raised by PKC noting reduction in ground maintenance services in the village.

Muriel Gregory of Comrie in Colour has been in contact with Paul Summer of PKC Community Greenspace who confirms that areas such as ‘The Boulevard’ will be cut 14 times in lieu 17 times a year as previously. It is understood that these cut back come  in light of significant cut backs in Council maintenance staff numbers (reportedly by over 40%).
Cllr McCartney again noted the current poor level of maintenance at the Cemetery. Evelyn Grey of Comrie in Colour stressed how important it was that prominent areas like top square were well maintained as they set the tone for the village. It is noted that Comrie in Colour have less volunteers than previous years and the effort required to keep our green spaces in decent shape may increase with these cutbacks.
	

	
	Dangerous Surface Dalginross Bridge – Our three PKC Councillors have been active in the matter. Cllr Rhona Brock noted a recent meeting where delays were put down to the bridge ‘designer’ being unable to secure their preferred ‘imprint’ surface material for the footway in a reasonable timescale. An alternative cold rolled tactile surface is being considered. The works are scheduled to start on the bridge at the end of April.
	

	
	Graffitti – Graffiti on the Boulevard below the White Church remains and Cllr Rhona Brock will see what can be done to have it removed.
	Cllr R. Brock

	
	Public Toilets – Cllr McCartney has hunted down the plumber who assured him the toilet seat for the gents loos will be on by the end of next week.
Cllr Robertson has the matter of the wet wall panels in hand and will be actioning things forthwith.
Cllr Gill Brock will arrange for the ‘final’ mirror to be fixed in place.
	Cllr D. Robertson
Cllr Gill

Brock

	
	Ross Bridge Parapet – Cllr Ann Younger has again impressed upon PKC the urgency of attending to the Ross Bridge loose parapet.
	

	4.0
	Roads Report
	

	
	Cllr Gill Brock ran through outstanding roads matters ;
Melville Lane - patched (inadequately)

School Road - Gulley cleared (known to run out slow at best of times)

Dalhonzie road – PKC no immediate plans for large spend here but will discuss matters with Aberuchill Estate.
Earnview Place– PKC will monitor flooding.

Cemetery – PKC will try to reshape road to improve gulley performance.

South Crieff Rd – patching commences in May.

Glen Artney – Emergency patching carried out (inadequately) no plans for comprehensive works this year.
	

	
	Dalginross South End-It is noted that PKC are investigating the poor junction design that we highlighted in our recent report.
	

	
	South Crieff Road West End - Cllr Finlayson has updated the report to highlight road erosion.
	

	
	Camp Road – Cllr Finlayson has met with Davy Guthrie of Tayside Contracts who has marked up Camp Rd for resurfacing to provide a 5.5m wide carriageway with kerbing each side (drop kerbing to suit) and all to adoptable standard. The existing grass verge will remain pretty much to its existing extent on the south side. A new foot way will be formed on the north side to replace the existing footway.
	

	
	Cllr Rhona Brock notes having sent our last Roads Report to PKC Roads Dept. Cllr Gill Brock will decide whether to circulate this updated report further.
	

	5.0
	Secretary’s Report
	

	
	Website Insertions - By e-mail Sandra apologised for her absence tonight but noted that we have received 7x£20 cheques from various businesses as insertion payments to our website…and await payment from various others. All Councillors agree that this will be a great boost to our funds. 
	

	
	Tayplan- We have received a recently published Revised Development Plan Scheme which sets out the authority’s programme for the ongoing review process of their Strategic Development Plans. The last such Plan was approved in June 2012 and requires to be reviewed within 4 years.
The first stage of this process (leading to eventual approval set for late 2016) is the ‘Your Place/Your Future/Your Say questionnaire allowing interested parties to engage with the process early on and is open from Monday 22nd April – Tuesday 11th June at http:www.tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk
	

	
	Copies of Comrie Community Council – Constitution as signed were distibuted
	

	6.0
	Councillor’s Reports
	

	
	Cllr Judy McDowall notes the ‘invisible’ yellow lines across Dalginross Bridge.
	

	
	Also that our Keep Scotland Beautiful tidy up day will be Sunday 19th May mustering at the Field of Refuge car park at 11.30am. We will put a sign up in the square and encourage others to join in.
	

	
	Cllr Finlayson notes the publication of a new brochure by ‘The Friends of the Square’. This sets out a brief summary of the last few years of Bumblebee Square with a frank assessment of the current situation where, with no major funding forthcoming, the possibility of the community buying the site now seems unlikely. We had originally arranged to ‘borrow’ the site from its owner in 2010 for 2 to 3 years and recognise that commercial forces will understandably have to be brought to bear perhaps sooner than later. It is fair to warn that Bumblebee Square will be lost unless some last ditch stratagem for raising sufficient funds is pursued. ‘The Friends of the Square’ are busy writing final pleas to people of wealth connected to the village. A public meeting is being arranged to air matters and see if  others might wish to get involved in some, perhaps final, fundraising initiative. 
	

	
	Cllr Rhona Brock – notes that her query about the lack of a directional sign to Comrie in Crieff has been met with confirmation that such a sign will now be installed.
	

	
	Comrie in Colour are exploring getting Community Services to assist in the repainting the Dalginross Bridge handrail and railings around the White Church.
	

	
	Comrie in Colour also need some help in grounds maintenance with regards the War Memorial not least in respect of the approaching 100th Anniversary of the grounds. Cllr Finlayson will contact Graham McWilliam to discuss.
	Cllr A
Finlayson

	
	Evelyn Grey notes that the metal posts and wires on the low stone wall leading to the Ross Bridge are pretty rotten and could be pretty dangerous.
	

	7.0
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	
	It is noted that the next meeting will be our AGM and we hope that this can be reported in the local paper and we will ensure it is publicised on our notice boards well in advance of the its scheduled time of  Thursday 9th May  at 19.30 in the Community Centre.
	Cllr A

Finlayson
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