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Minutes of the Meeting of 11th June, 2015 
Comrie Community Centre 7:30pm 

 
 Attendance Action 

 Community councillors: 
Andrew Finlayson (Chair) 
David Robertson  
Gordon McCartney 
John Greer 

 

 Others PKC Cllrs Ann Younger & Rhona Brock  
 Apologies from Community Councillors Judy McDowall & Peter Jones   
1.0 Matters arising from Minutes of CCC Meeting of 14.5.2015  
1.1 Tomperran -  

CC Finlayson has contacted Andy Baxter Planning Officer who confirms that the Applicant 
for this project (25 new houses at the eastern approach to the village) has been asked to 
provide supplementary information & detail regards a number of issues e.g. mitigation of 
flooding risk. If these matters are not addressed very shortly the Applicant may be advised 
to withdraw the application and resubmit when outstanding issues are resolved. 

 

1.2 Roads 
CC McDowall has, with the help of John King, compiled a updated register of 
road/footway defects around the village and will soon submit these to the various 
authorities to encourage prompt action.  

CC 
McDowall 

1.3 Preparing for November’s Community Council Elections 
Notice of Elections due out by………………………………………27th August 
Close of Nominations ………………………………………    …..24th September 
Issue Postal Votes (the election will be by postal votes only)……16th October 
Receipt of Postal Votes by ……………………………………………6th November 

 

 Reiterating the point that few current Community Councillors will be putting themselves 
forward in the forthcoming elections it was stressed that we need to encourage the 
nominations of locals from a diverse spectrum of the community.  
e.g. 1)From within Parents & Friends of Comrie Primary – We have regularly dealt with 
matters related to the school and think it would be valuable if the School community was 
better linked with the C.C.  2) From the Farming Community- many matters related to local 
land use come before this CC such as flooding, access paths 3) Younger members with 
utmost digital savvy 4) Senior members of the community, perhaps retired, with 
experience of getting the best out of ‘The Authorities’. 

 

 We urge folks who value having a Community Council but are disinclined to stand for 
election themselves to think of others around them who might be persuaded. 

 

 We note having asked PKC Chief Exec Bernadette Malone, in our meeting earlier this 
year, to ensure her team put some extra effort into promoting the Community Council 
elections. We regret that the last such elections were, in our opinion, handled woefully by 
PKC and it appeared that few locals were aware they were even happening. Cllrs Brock & 
Younger will bring this up again with the Chief Exec in meeting over the next few weeks. It 
is suggested that the best way to facilitate the Community Empowerment so vaunted by 
central government would be to ensure that all 60 Community Councils in Perth & Kinross 
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had a full and active compliment of Community Councillors. 
 In Comrie we need at least 10 people to stand. In the last full and proper elections to this 

Community Council in 2010 it is noted that 17 people stood for election.  
 

 Given the increasing responsibilities of the Community Council and its need to develop 
associate bodies (eg Comrie Resilience Group, Web Support) it seems reasonable to 
assume that, should people put there name up for election but not achieve a top ten place 
in the election count, the very fact of their nomination makes it likely that they will still be 
able to find a very useful role within the Community Council. The experience of the last 
few years also suggests that inevitable retirements from our Council are often replaced by 
folks who had previously sought nomination but been unsuccessful. 

 

 We will promote the elections as best can in the Quair, The Herald and on our notice 
board. 

 

1.4 Availability Of Minutes etc 
To supplement minutes etc published on our web site and displayed on the St Kessogs 
Square notice board we have produced files for lodging at the Post Office and the Library. 
These files will hold 1) Contact Details & information about what the CC does 2)Copies of 
currents and previous minutes of meetings 3)Other public information as required.(In the 
current PO file for example we have filed the most recent flood works report by PKC which 
incorporates flood maps for Comrie generated after completion of the recent flood 
protection works to the Ruchill Water) 

 

2.0 Police  
2.1 The police report was only dispatched to us later this afternoon so only CC Greer 

has had a chance to see it and reports that there were no issues of note other than 
the reported theft of 7 deer from a Perthshire farm. We suggest a red suited 
individual should be suspected. 

 

2.2 Cllrs Younger & Brock note that they now have regular meetings with the Police 
high echelons and we are encouraged to transmit any future concerns via this 
route. 

 

3.0 Treasurer’s Report  
3.1 With CC Jones absent there is no formal report this evening other than to note no 

significant financial changes over the last month .          
 

4.0 Website  
4.1 
 

Sandra McRitchie reports that our website was visited 44,357 times during May 
2015. Total page views 86,000(busiest day 31st May -1630).  

 

4.2 
 
 

New Item for Website – Sandra has set up a ‘Comrie 7 days’ weekly gallery of 
images gleaned from our Facebook site to allow those not on Facebook to view. 

 

4.3 Sandra will pull together a list of companies to be chased up for renewal of their 
subscriptions to the website. 

 

4.4 NB – If you are a Comrie Business and would like to appear in our very successful 
web site please get in touch via the contact tab on that web site. 

 

5.0 Roads Matters  
5.1 Glen Artney – Cllr Younger notes that carriageway overlay works will be carried 

out up Glen Artney (Church Car park to bridge approx 650m) during week 
commencing 9th July. 

 

5.2 Broich Road Crieff – major works are commencing 15th June for 6 weeks and will 
impose restrictions on this route. This works is partially in anticipation of the 
opening of the new primary school ( inaugural open day 22.8.15)  

 

6.0 Summer Events  
6.1 Hayride – CC McCartney confirms that the Hayride will be organized like last year. 

CC Finlayson notes that this seems a pleasingly organic method which sees 
things click together at the last minute with the massive goodwill of the farming 
community. 
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6.2 Boulevard – CC Finlayson has confirmed, with Kirsty MacDougall, our desire for 
two tables at this years Comrie Fortnight Boulevard. As this is one of our principal 
fundraising events we need to encourage as many people/organizations as 
possible to show their appreciation of the Community Council by donating a bottle 
to our bottle stall via any of our Community Councilors. We will put something to 
that effect on Facebook  
We will have a second hand book stall at the market as well. 
We will use the occasion to drum up nominations for the forthcoming Community 
Council Elections. 

 

7.0 Any Other Business  
7.1 Recycling – Cllr Younger has been asked to consider the siting of additional 

recycling facilities in Comrie following complaints that the existing facility at 
Laggan Park is remote to many and particularly awkward for those without cars. 
Field of Refuge car park (by lids between parking areas) and The Legion Park 
were considered but, in either instance, Community Councillors strongly felt that 
bottle recycling would be inappropriate given the noise generated. Cllr Younger 
will discuss the matter further with PKC Environmental Dept and they will come up 
with proposals for size/type of units and location for consideration. The 
convenience of residents to use improved facilities is acknowledged but we ask 
PKC to be particularly vigilant that the creation of any new facility does not 
inconvenience those living nearby and any complaints they generate should be 
quickly addressed. 

 

7.2 Cemetery Fallen Obelisk –There is no more news about our grant application 
(The administrator dealing with it retired this month). Local resident Joyce Brand 
suggests we be more proactive in the Quair and such to whip up financial and 
moral support for the project. CC Finlayson notes that he had hoped to be able to 
use any grant award as the catalyst for commencing a more general fund raising 
attempt so will chase this up.  

 

7.3 The Quair – Local resident Joyce Brand thanked the CC for getting our minutes in 
the Quair and for displaying our new information folder in the Post Office. Cllr 
Finlayson regrets that we are not able to be more consistent in getting minutes 
and other info into the Quair but explains that their deadline for information tends 
to be a day or two after our meetings and, not least as we have no minute 
secretary, we often find difficulty in getting minutes out in draft and checked over 
by Community Councillors in time for the deadline. 

 

7.4 The Steinmeyer Legacy – CC McArtney hopes that the sizable financial legacy 
recently left by Heinrich Steinmeyer to help the elderly of Comrie will directly 
achieve that aim without in any way being delegated to the care of other 
organisations in the village such as the CDT. We have, as yet, no knowledge of 
how this legacy will be managed. 

 

7.5 Tayplan – CC Judy McDowall attended the recent Tayplan exhibit in Perth and 
hopes we can respond by the 3rd July to requests for comment. Judy also attended 
a ‘Planning Issues’ workshop at Strathearn Campus and will keep us advise of 
matter that arose. We thank Judy for taking the time out to attend these various 
events. 

 

8.0 Date of Next Meeting  
 The next meeting will be 7.30pm September 10th   
 


