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Chairman’s Report 

Spring has brought us varying weather but I‟m sure that the weather will not deter ramblers joining the 
varied walks which are included in this Newsletter. Felicity Martin and the walk sub-committee have 
put forward a varied programme which should be of interest to all walkers in the Ramblers.  
 
We welcome Felicity back onto the committee as well as new committee member Carol Buchan and I 
am sure that they will make a constructive contribution going forward.  I would like to thank Stephanie 
Blaauw and Charlie Panton, who have stepped down from the committee, for their positive attitude 
whilst on the committee and all the work conscientiously undertaken.  They are not leaving us 
completely however and will still be active in leading our walks. 
 
During my time on the committee I have had the good fortune of working under two excellent 
Chairmen, Ann Rankine and Ken Heiser.  Both worked tirelessly on behalf of the Ramblers and I hope I 
can live up to their standards.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their contribution 
always full heartedly undertaken, and their kindness and help they have shown towards me. 
 
Strathearn Ramblers is all about the enjoyment of walking and friendship.  The committee is not the 
club but all the members are so if you have suggestions to enhance the standing of the Ramblers or 
issues to raise please contact the committee as all points of view and suggestions are welcome.  
 
At the AGM views were expressed about the adequacy of provision relating to the strolls.  All walks are 
equally important to the committee and there should be no diminution in provision no matter when, 
where or type of walk is being undertaken.  To that end this subject was the main topic on the agenda of 
the first committee meeting after the AGM. It was decided that training for leaders be reviewed and any 
changes and enhancements be implemented immediately.  Also, an instruction sheet is to be produced  
for all leaders to ensure consistency across all walks.  Recently, due mainly to unforeseen 
circumstances, the numbers of leaders on some of the walks have been less than that stated in the 
Newsletter.  It was agreed at the committee meeting that part of any review would put in place a process 
to ensure all walks are covered adequately with appropriate leaders.  One issue we have is that we have 
very few “Strolls only” leaders and therefore walk leaders often lead the strolls and I appeal to all 
leaders to fully appreciate the type of walk they are leading.  If any member of the Ramblers would like 
to become a leader please contact any committee member. 
 
To enhance the walking experience for all and in this age of technology leaders should give early 
warning of changes to walks to that described in the Newsletter.  For ramblers not on the email 
distribution a phone call should suffice.  
 
There are couple of points I would like to bring to your attention.  Firstly, the Jock‟s Road walk which is 
on Saturday 4th June.  These longer more testing walks are  extremely popular and I would advise you 
to book early.  Secondly, the annual barbeque at Myra‟s house on  19th August.  This is a super social 
event and a great way to catch up with fellow ramblers. 
 
Finally this will be my last Newsletter as editor as Felicity is taking over these duties.  As a consequence 
the spelling and grammar will improve dramatically. 
 
 
Irwin Keith 

Strathearn Rambler 

April 2016 

Issue No. 73 

Editor: Irwin Keith 
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 Strathearn Ramblers Committee 2016-2017 

 

Chairman      Irwin Keith    652541 

Vice-chair      Myra Robertson   670166 

Treasurer      Susan Sinclair    670654 

Secretary      Andrew Quinn    679887 

 

Committee      Carol Buchan    650606   
        Val Callan    653863   
        Robert Harrison   679582    
        Ken Heiser    670545    
        Felicity Martin     670987 

         David McKeggie   652289   

         David McLeod   01786 880984 

         Margaret McVicar   670989 

BBQ at Myra Robertson’s garden 

Friday, 19 August 2014 

Myra has generously opened her garden at Catonia Cottage, Nurses Lane, Comrie for 

the Ramblers‟ Annual BBQ on 19 August 2014.  The charcoal should be at a perfect 

temperature at 6.00pm.  Bring your own food, refreshments and seating.  Come and 

join us for a great friendly evening. 

A limited amount of wine and nibbles will be supplied which were left over from the 

AGM.  

Bus Booking 

In the past Anne Kay has undertaken the coordination of bus booking and we would 

like to thank her for all the work she has carried out in this regard. To assist her and to 

allow for holidays Ken Heiser will also take responsibility for the bus booking. 

To ensure that the bus leaves on time and to avoid confusion can walkers please put all 

the names of those wanting to use the bus when returning the booking form.  

A verbal request to any member of the committee does not constitute a booking and 

could lead to embarrassment to both parties on the day.  
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Membership renewals 

Membership fees for 2016/17 are due by 30 April 2016. The fee remains the same as last 

year at £10 and we very much hope you will re-join. Thank you if you paid at the AGM. 

Keeping up-to-date details of all members, particularly email addresses, is an onerous 

task.  To assist Susan Sinclair in this task for an interim period could you please send 

your membership remittances and any changes to contact details to Irwin Keith, St 

John’s, 7 Strathearn Terrace, Crieff, PH7 3DT  (652541 or i.keith@btinternet.com).  

Not telling us about changes to contact details may led to you missing out on 

information on our walking calendar and other opportunities that may arise.    

Please tell Susan or Irwin if you know of anyone who might wish to join the Strathearn 

Ramblers. 

Jock’s Road Walk 

Ken Heiser is organising a walk from Braemar to Glen Doll and if the weather conditions 

are good and the energy is high then the walkers may continue onto the Glen Clova Hotel 

on the famous and historical Jock‟s Road.  If you wish to join him on Saturday 4th June 

2016 for this adventure please contact Ken on 670545.   

As the walk is linear and we will be using the CoCo bus the number of places will be 

limited to 15 so please book early.  Further details are noted in the Future Walks Section  

of this publication.  
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Walk  25th October   Loch Vennachar Circuit.    

Eight hardy young ladies and one gentleman started the walk from Glen Finglas visitor centre east of Brig 
0' Turk.  After crossing the bridge we climbed steeply and continued on the mountain bike path high above 
Loch Vennachar.  Although the weather was overcast the views of the loch and the Autumn colours were 
stunning.  Before we descended to cross the main road onto a minor road, turning right for Invertrossachs, 
we could see Callander in the distance. 

We stopped at a lovely spot beside the loch for lunch but unfortunately this was rushed because of a heavy 
shower. The walk continued on good paths eventually passing through Achray farm, following the Black 
Water over the old stone bridge and back to the car park. 

Mhor 84 was our next stop for a most welcome cuppie and scone. (one or two managed a meringue)!!  The 
turnout of ramblers was disappointing , they missed a great walk.   

Thanks to the leaders Val, Susan and Ken for a wonderful day. 

Myra Robertson 

 

Stroll 8th November River Almond  

On a cloudy morning with the threat of Storm Abigail hanging in the air, a baker‟s dozen of eager 
Ramblers assembled at Pitcairngreen.  As the name suggests, there is a green - a green which was to have 
been the centrepiece of an eighteenth century textile industry to rival Manchester‟s. Strangely however, 
just like the storm, it failed to materialize… 

Unfazed, we set off along a grassy path, heading for the River Almond but had not gone far when 11 
o‟clock struck. It was Remembrance Sunday. We halted for two minutes silence and the Exhortation, 
thinking of our relatives past and present, sharing stories of WWI and II.  Then on towards the river, past a 
tourist board that informed us that once there had been well managed woodlands in Bertha Park.  Now 
there are fields of stubble, interspersed with grass.  The trees, confined to designated areas like the river 
banks, shiver in the breeze, their jaundiced, russet-brown leaves falling like confetti on the path below. 
Meanwhile, the dark timeless waters of the Almond meander steadily on their way, punctuated by the 
occasional rapid, as by the weir, and the occasional bridge or stumpy remnant. 

By lunchtime it was raining but a kindly spreading conifer offered shelter.  Then it was time to don our 
waterproofs.  What a palaver!  Trousers that once had threatened to inflate and take off in the merest 
breeze, now struggled to go over muddy boots and numerous layers.  No wonder the ribald term „chastity 
breeks‟ was being bandied about!  

Onwards, ever onwards, we trooped, past Almondbank, Huntingtower, Inveralmond to Perth. A few 
unscheduled detours, some helpful locals, a Highlander in full regalia, the remains of a Remembrance Day 
meeting by the riverbank, a lonesome apple tree in isolated splendour, the back view of the industrial estate 
with salt drying ready for the winter roads, peering over an old stone bridge… And then a walk through 
farmland, earmarked for an ambitious 3500 homes! Somewhat belatedly, perhaps the area will indeed 
come to rival Manchester... 

And so, we retraced our steps to the picturesque Pitcairngreen coaching Inn to receive a warm and 
hospitable welcome despite our wet, muddied appearance.  Sincere thanks are due to the owners for 
allowing us to use their car park, as well as to Anne Kay and Margaret McVicar for leading the walk. 

Fiona Bryce 

 

Walk Reports 
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29th November  Walk  Craigvinean & River Tay, Dunkeld  

The weather forecast was not too good and consequently four turned up at the Coop Car Park with one 
visitor. 

Arriving at the Hermitage car park it was starting to get white with snow but easy to walk on, the River 
Braan was in full flow.  The snow kept falling, the trees and the surrounding area was just like a winter 
wonderland.  David our leader pointed out to us a conifer that was at one time the tallest in the country 
but now he was not sure that the tallest one was in Inverness or Wales.  Just around the corner we came 
upon the waterfalls, one of the best I have ever seen. 

We walked on still going up the river Bran, not seeing any wildlife, maybe the weather put them off as 
well, we did manage to see hare footprints though.  Our Coffee Stop was good in the dry in the manmade 
shelter; it was still snowing at the time.  We plodded on taking in the views of the trees with their winter 
coats on, the snow. 

By lunchtime the snow had stopped and started to rain so we made it a quick walk back along the River 
Tay to the car park an headed for home, a good walk though.  

Many thanks to our leaders, David McKeggie and Margaret Birks. 

Val Callan 

(The Douglas fir in Reelig Glen, near Inverness, was now Britain's tallest tree at 217.10ft 66.4 m.) 

 

27th December Walk  Tomanour & the Cuilc, Comrie  

♫♫♫ “On the third day of Christmas the Strathearn Ramblers saw three dozen pheasants, two roe deer 
leaping and a red squirrel in a pine tree…” ♫♫♫ 

At nine in the morning, nursing the after-effects of Christmas, a few hardy souls gathered in Comrie, 
where a cursory check revealed the absence of bits of kit, as well as certain members, who were 
reportedly still in their nightgowns.  Quick as a flash surfaced a quote from an ex-teacher‟s teacher: “ „I 
didn‟t know‟ and „I forgot‟ are the weakest excuses of the lot!” Oh dear, we thought…! 

However, the sun was shining and our hearts merry, so the famous five set off to explore.  The new 
church hall extension was the first to capture the imagination, rapidly followed by the hump back bridge 
straddling the galloping Earn and the quaint and quirky cottages along the Ross.  As we strolled, we 
greeted locals and dog walkers and pondered when Comrie might revive its reputation as the „shaky 
toun‟. 

Approaching Aberuchill Castle, a rumour spread that „the Russians are coming!‟ Ken immediately 
donned his cossack hat, the sun came out in anticipation, cameras were primed in readiness and pheasants 
scattered in all directions anticipating a shoot. But… no Russians! We were a day too early. In case you 
are ever lost, Tomanour is a superbly renovated cottage with a most convenient log store for sitting in. 
There is even a handy signpost, giving the mileage to Moscow and various other obscure locations, 
including a place called Future. So, Tim, now that we know that Future is only ∞ miles away, how about 
a quick visit after the Space Station? 

The next leg of the journey was cross country, which meant an uphill slog, plenty of mud and tripping 
daintily from tussock to tussock until we crested the brow of the ridge when all was plain sailing.  Brief 
pause for lunch in the sun – sandwiches or grass, depending upon whether or not you were the four 
legged woolly kind - and after that, we skirted some woods where a red squirrel and a couple of roe deer 
were waiting for us. Magical! Thanks for a great walk, Myra! 

Finally, as we stumble into yet another year, one Rambler has come up with a cracker of a resolution. 
Think of a number – your next birthday will do nicely – and set that as a target. So, if you are going to be 
50, then walk (or swim, cycle, run, etc.) 50 miles over a few months (or a year) but if you aim for 500, 
then you would walk 500 miles… Now there‟s a song and a challenge! Have fun and happy New Year! 
♫♫♫ 

Fiona Bryce 
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10th January Stroll  Hosh, Loch Monzievaird, Lady Mary’s   

On a cool morning in light rain 11 hardy members met in Taylor Park to start the walks for this year, some 
of us recovering from dancing efforts at Carol Buchan‟s fine ceilidh held the previous evening. 

The walk was carried out in reverse direction to that in the programme, and starting along Laggan Road as 
the lower reaches of the Turret Burn was flooded by the high level of the Earn. After turning towards the 
Earn and crossing the railway cutting we progressed along the excellent Lady Mary‟s Walk. Keen eyes 
were unable to spot the otters said to be resident in the area. The rainfall ended and light improved. 

After passing between the railway bridge abutments we turned up the hill where massed bluebells will soon 
be emerging, and arrived at Puddock‟s Pond on the hill top. Good estate tracks allowed easy walking 
through the woods, to cross the Comrie Road at the entrance of Monzievaird. 

Fiona Bryce kindly invited us to her home nearby, to use her garden chairs for our lunch break, and offered 
toilet facilities to us damp walkers, boots and all. So our lunch was held in much greater comfort than the 
usual locations such as sitting on tufty grass or mossy rocks. 

The route heading back towards Crieff was pleasant walking through the grounds of Monzievaird, passing 
the three lochs with swans and geese in residence. We walked through the fields East of Ochtertyre, 
passing the ruined Chapel to Hosh. After breathing in the whisky vapour from the bonded warehouses, we 
walked through the yard of the Glen Turret Distillery now branded Famous Grouse, without stopping for 
tasting samples or coffee – causing slight objection from some members after we crossed the Turret burn! 

The final part of the walk took us down the path beside the Turret, observing the waterfalls and white water 
created by the high water flow, passing the ancient quarry showing recent rock falls, then through Macrosty 
and Taylor Parks to the car park. 

We expressed our thanks to our leaders Margaret McVicar, Margaret Shankland, and Myra Robertson, for 
the fine walk and to Fiona for the lunch location. (During the lunch break I obtained a translation of 
“clype”, so I hope I have not been telling any in this report!) 

Richard Haseltine  

(The dictionary definition for clype, verb: to inform or to tell tales, noun: an informer.  Editor) 

 

31st January Walk  Twenty Shilling Wood & Maam Road   

The calm before the storm, our luck was in with almost perfect weather for winter walking. The storm on 
Saturday, followed by another storm on Monday.  
 
Seventeen ramblers turned out for the first walk in the year, starting from the Comrie school car park 
making our way up the storm damaged millennium path past Comrie Golf Course following the Lednock 
Burn. After crossing the Shaky Bridge reaching the Kinkhoast Well, a few partaking in drinking the water, 
fabled in the past to be a cure for whooping cough. The Pewter mug donated by George Carson still hangs 
by the well braving all weathers. 
 
The walkers stopped for coffee at the top of the hill marveling in the magnificent views of the snow topped 
mountains  to the North, South and West. Thereafter we made our way through the woods up to the 
Monument and the Strathearn Ramblers erected Millennium Cairn with the plaque dedicated to George 
Carson. 
 
The walk continued down the Maam Road to Dunira where lunch was taken in the ruins of Dunira House. 
Walking back through the Dunira estate and crossing the A85 to Dalchonzie the walkers passed the old 
railway signal box  and the Aberuchill Castle Estate where the land was well waterlogged with flooding on 
the road.  
A great day out to blow some of the cobwebs away, good to catch up with all the New Year‟s news and my 
thanks to David McKeggie and Val Callan for back marking.  
 
Ken Heiser 
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14th February Stroll  Muthill, Bishop’s Bridge, Culdees and Pirnhill  

On a sparkling sunny St. Valentine‟s morning eighteen Ramblers set off from Muthill car park on a six 
mile stroll which was a new route for most of us.  We followed our leader, Robert, up Ancaster Way, past 
Drummond Estate office and round to our left leading on to the old Braco Road.  Crossing over, we were 
on to the adjacent side of the village triangle and soon came to the first of quite a few stiles.  No problem to 
a Rambler, apart from the odd six inches of snow.  Muthill is renowned for having quite a lot of that when 
other places have a light covering.  There followed a gentle climb and one or two more stiles.  It was all 
very beautiful as the snow was sparkling colours in the sun.  Our actual bearings may have been difficult 
due to the sameness but eventually we curved south west and climbed down a short flight of steps.  To our 
surprise we found ourselves beside a signpost showing a path to Muthill which we had all seen a hundred 
times, just the Muthill side of Bishops Bridge.  Some said they had often wondered where that walk went.  
Now we knew! 

We turned up towards Crieff and walked on the road 
for a little way and then Robert surprised us further 
by opening a wrought iron gate on our right, beside 
a quaint little lodge cottage.  We soon reached a 
small wooded area which Robert had earmarked as 
the lunch spot as there were quite a few trees down 
which we could sit on.  He had not anticipated the 
snow at that point.  We enjoyed our break as always 
but did not hang around too long as the sun had 
dipped behind some clouds, causing the colour of 
everything to change. 

Within a few minutes of walking again there was 
another surprise.  An enchanted castle, half covered 
with ivy and with a distinct sleeping beauty air 
about it in its „untouched for a while‟ appearance.  
We were informed that this was Culdees Castle 

which was once the home of the Maitland Gardiners, a well-known family in the strath.  After admiring the 
panoramic view and taking a few photos, we turned back on ourselves and on to the Auchterarder back 
road.  To the right you would find Haggerty‟s potato farm, but we turned left towards Pirnmill which has 
strong family connections to Robert then over a fence to our right off the road and enjoyed some more of 
the white stuff with the sun on it. 

The spire of Muthill Church was quite close to us by this time but we first stopped to pay a visit to the old 
churchyard on the bend of the road and to acknowledge those who had rested there since the early days. 

We returned to our cars happy and well exercised as the snow had given us a bit of a challenge.  Thank you 
Robert for an excellent stroll. 

Pat Keith 
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28 Febuary  Walk Standing Stones & Loch Meallbrodden  

After a hard frost overnight (thermometers ranging from -3 to -5 deg. C), fifteen Ramblers were favoured 
with glorious blue skies and sunshine. We started from the replica 8th/9th century Pictish cross at Fowlis 
Wester, carved with animals and men on horseback, and then progressed to the restored 13th century 
church of St. Bean. The door was unfortunately locked but we were able to peer through the leper‟s squint 
and imagine what life would have been like for these poor souls. Surrounding the church and dotted around 
the village were quaint old cottages, some of them dating back to the 1780‟s, the reign of George III.  

Yet, even these were probably built on the foundations of previous dwellings. A search online suggests that 
there were ancient fairs, cattle trysts (smaller in scale than Crieff) and a thriving weaving industry – wool, 
giving way to flax for „winding sheets‟ and „mort cloths‟ (to wrap bodies and cover coffins). Once, Fowlis 
Wester had been a thriving and self-sufficient community with joiners, blacksmiths, a tailor, shoemaker, 
carrier and cooper, two grocers and 3 general merchants. The main coach road ran through the village, 
served by the Old Inn until 1922. Now even the school and post office have closed; only the red telephone 
box still stands. It may have been early on a Sunday morning but the place was deserted. 

Leaving the village, we headed up the road, marvelling at the snow capped mountain peaks in the distance. 
We then followed a muddy track onto moorland to examine ancient standing stones, cairn and the remains 
of a stone circle. Online reports suggest that these date from the Bronze Age. Charcoal, burnt bone and 
quartz chips were found on excavation in 1939.  

Skirting past WWII lookout posts, we headed off to 
Loch Meallbrodden, observing a graceful pair of swans, 
their peace shattered by a raucous gaggle of geese. Our 
path took a circuitous route up and around the loch, 
across rough pasture surrounded by forests and 
panoramic views. A leisurely stop for lunch in the 
sunshine perched on a drystane dyke. Setting off once 
more, we crossed the Muckle Burn, headed towards 
Achloy and Crofthead farm to observe a pair of 
standing stones and then wound our way back to the 
village between more timeless old houses, noting the 
interesting pattern of the roof tiles. 

All in all, it was a fascinating walk. Sincere thanks to Stephanie Blaauw for organising and leading it. 

Fiona Bryce 
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13th March  Stroll  Deil’s Cauldron & Balmuick Comrie  

Boots on, gaiters on, legs warmed up and raring to go, the eleven-strong 
team gathered in the Comrie school car park. Were they about to play 
cricket (a sport to warm the cockles of the late centenarian Sir Robert 
Dundas‟ heart) or football (the nation‟s obsession when they are not 
watching rugby or tennis) or hockey, perhaps? No, of course not! This 
was the latest gathering of the Strathearn Ramblers, ready to embark on a 
stroll, which turned out to be more strenuous that anticipated, but what 
the heck?! Everyone was game for the challenge and away we marched in 
eager anticipation. 

The weather was fair as we set out on a footpath through the Laggan 
Wood, heading toward the Deil‟s Cauldron, a magnificent, pot-boiling 
waterfall (see photo above). Thankfully, the beautifully constructed 
wooden steps and viewing platforms were dry today so no risk of slipping 
into the ice-cold water below, unlike the Shaky Bridge that we bravely 
encountered later.  

From there, we headed towards Balmuick, following cross-country paths 
and pausing en route to admire a posse of ponies (fifteen in all), some magnificent holly trees heavily laden 
with berries (in March!) and some rather handsome frogs. Nobody dared kiss them but they did star in 
some photos, though so well camouflaged that they would easily be mistaken for a stone. 

Passing by the farm of Balmuick, we crossed over to Fordie Estate and then trekked uphill through the 
heather to the remains of a stone circle. Only one stone was still standing, re-positioned courtesy of Robert 
and Ken (thanks, lads!). No, only joking, it was their ancestors that positioned them, no doubt for a serious 
and ceremonial purpose, surrounded as they were by a superb 360° view of the hills.  

Lunch was in a convenient hollow, after which we wended our way back, via a secret modern day „bothy‟ 
and later the Comrie Golf course. It was a bit more energetic than the usual stroll but, nevertheless, a 
fantastic day out in the country. With special thanks to Ken Heiser for leading the walk. 

Fiona Bryce 

 

27th March   Walk      Torlum Hill 

Considering the rain and wind on Saturday, the fact that it was Easter Sunday and that the clocks went 
forward a highly creditable 12 walkers set off from Crieff Visitor Centre with fingers crossed for good 
weather. The walk took us over Knock Mary, through woods and along a short bit of road to the entrance 
to a track on the north side of Torlum. We had a short break for coffee there and enjoyed some sunshine 
and rainbows. As we entered the woods the rain started but didn‟t last too long, and in any case we were 
soon more concerned with the climb up through the trees and then through heather than worrying about 
getting wet. ( Some of us who hadn‟t walked much over winter found the ascent much harder than we 
should have! )  

The views from the top were excellent, blue skies, black clouds, mist.. in fact a bit of everything. Our route 
down from the top was the more usual one and we stopped for lunch beside a beacon that we assume has 
been built to celebrate the Queen‟s 90th birthday. Our route down was via Balloch Sawmill, Drummond 
Woods and back to the visitor centre. 

It was good to have a different route up Torlum instead of ascending and descending on the same path. All 
in all a very enjoyable walk and many thanks to Charlie, Dave and Val for organising and leading it. 

 

Sandra Campbell 



10 

 

17th April      Hill Walk  Meall Tairneachain  (787m) & Farragon Hill, 

       (787m), Aberfeldy      10 Miles 

This is a fairly long walk on higher ground interspersed with 2 short steepish climbs up the above 2 
Corbetts. The bus will drop us near Schiehallion.  The walk begins with a steady uphill stretch through the 
forest on a vehicle track. Once out on the open moorland there are initially good views to the north and 
later views to the south over the Tay valley and beyond. The walk finishes near Cluny Gardens about 2 
miles east of Aberfeldy where the bus will collect us. 

Bus departs Comrie School car park at 08.30 and Crieff Coop car park at 08.50. 

Bus costs £5 

Leaders: Robert Burns (670408), Charlie Panton, Dave McKeggie 

 

24th April   Walk  Sron a’ Chlachain & Moirlanich Longhouse Killin  

                5.5 Miles 

Meet at the car park on Station Road in Killin (off Lyon Road) then there is a stiff climb of 400m to Sron a‟ 

Chlachain which is rewarded with great views down Loch Tay. The walk continues to Meall Clachach, the 

highest point of the walk before descending into Glen Lochay and returning to Killin via Moirlanich 

Longhouse, a traditional dwelling for people and their livestock, and Finlarig Castle. Although this is a 

short walk it is relatively strenuous. . 

Depart Crieff Coop car park  08.45. Depart  Comrie School car park 09.00.   

Meet Killin car park 09.40 

Pay Drivers £2 

Leaders: Dave McKeggie (652289), Margaret McVicar, Val Callan 

 

15th May     Stroll  Blairgowrie Bluebell Walk     5 miles 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE 

The delightful Bluebell Wood is a joy at this time of year.  Based on Felicity‟s stroll from “Experience Big 

Tree Country  Volume 1” the stroll explores the paths on the east and south of Blairgowrie.  The paths are 

well maintained and gentle.  There are plenty of opportunities to take photographs and the stroll will reflect 

this.  

Depart Comrie School car park 10.00  Depart Crieff Coop car park  10.15   

Meet at 11.10 at Whiteloch Avenue in Carsie which is on the left of the A93 south of Blairgowie. 

(Grid Ref NO173426) 

Pay Drivers  £4 

Leaders: Irwin Keith (652541), Trish Hamilton, Margaret McVicar 

Future Walks 
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22nd May     Hill Walk Meall Glas from Glen Dochart (959m)    8 Miles 

The start point is at the entrance to Auchessan on the A85.  This walk provides magnificent views across 

to Ben Lawers, Ben Vorlich and Stuc a'Chroin.  There is a steady ascent of this munro with a steepish final 

haul. As the paths can be boggy it is essential that walkers come prepared for the conditions.   

Depart Crieff Coop car park 08.45 Depart Comrie School car park  09.00  

Meet Auchessan entrance on A85 at 09.45 

Pay Drivers £2 

Leaders: Charlie Panton (655337), David McLeod, Val Callan 

 

29th May     Walk  Aberfoyle to Callander       9.5 miles      

This is a lovely walk covering some of the ground from last year.  Starting in Aberfoyle there is a steady 

walk up to 840 feet over half the distance of the walk with views over the Campies and Ben Lomond.  

From the summit there is a descent with fantastic views over Loch Venachar and Ben Ledi eventually 

joining Coilhallan Wood  and then back to Callander.  This is a good days walking on good tracks 

however there is a very short muddy section, so be prepared. 

Bus departs  Crieff Coop car park at 08.45.  Bus departs Comrie School car park at 09.00 

Bus costs £4 

Leaders: Ken Heiser (670545), Val Callan, Robert Harrison 

 

Saturday 4th June  Walk Jock’s Road      12.5 miles 

The is one of our seasonal long walks.  Starting at Auchallater which is 3km south of Braemar the walk 

goes southeast up Glen Callater by a good track to Loch Callater with a steep climb up the head of Glen 

Callater to reach the col at 880m between Tolmount and Knaps of Fafernie. The path then turns southeast 

across the plateau just below the top of Crow Craigies and continues along a broad ridge towards Craig 

Lunkard before reaching that point descend steeply south into the head of Glen Doll where it joins Jock‟s 

Road before it drops down to the floor of the glen and enters the forest. The route then continues down to 

the Glen Doll ranger base at the Forestry Commission Scotland carpark near Braedownie and then some 5 

miles to the Glen Clova Hotel. 

This is a serious walk as it crosses the high, exposed and featureless plateau and even in summer accurate 

route-finding in bad weather could be required. 

Bus departs  Comrie School car park 07.00 departs Crieff Coop car park  07.15  

Bus Costs £7 

Leaders: Ken Heiser (670545), Val Callan 
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12th June     Stroll  Bridge of Earn to Dunbarney     4 Miles 

This is a circular stroll through fertile farmland and wooded avenues with many points of interest.  The 

stroll is on good paths, tarmac lanes and some quiet roads.  Depending on weather conditions there is the 

possibility of extending the stroll  by a mile.  There is free street parking on Bridge of Earn Main Street.  

Meet at the Bowling Green in Bridge of Earn at the junction of Main Street and Station Road at11.00. 

Depart Comrie School car park 10.00  Depart Crieff Coop car park  10.15   

Pay Drivers  £3 

Leaders:  Anne Kay (670898), Margaret Shankland, Irwin Keith 

 

19th June     Hill Walk Ben Tulaichean from Inverlochlarig (946m)  

                7 miles 

An excellent walk up this munro although pathless for most of the ascent however the walker is rewarded 

at the top with magnificent views of the surrounding mountains.  The slope can be wet lower down but has 

some rockier outcrops higher up to break the uphill walk.  Depending on weather conditions the walk may 

extend to  Cruach Ardrain at 1046m. 

Depart Crieff Coop car park  08.15. Depart  Comrie School car park 08.30.   

Meet at the Park in the car park at the end of the public road beyond Loch Voil at 10.00 (Grid Ref 

NN445185 ) 

Pay Drivers £2.50 

Leaders: Dave McKeggie (652289), Andrew Quinn, David McLeod 

 

26th June     Walk  Drummond Hill & Fort     9 miles      

The forested slopes of Drummond Hill dominate the surrounding landscape and provides a fine backdrop 

to Taymouth Castle and the village of Kenmore.  The hill has a thriving population of capercaillie which 

you may be lucky to hear but most probably not see.  Roe deer also abound on this hill.  In an elevated 

position on the north-east shoulder of Drummond Hill stands Caisteal MacTuathal, an Iron Age 

promontory hill fort from which there are clear views down Strathtay and towards Schiehallion.  The total 

ascent is approximately 900 feet 

Depart Comrie School car park 09.00  Depart Crieff Coop car park  09.15   

Meet at 10.10 at the Loch Tay car park on the left as you enter Kenmore  

Pay Drivers  £4 

Leaders: Felicity Martin (670987), Myra Robertson, Anne Kay 
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10th July      Stroll & Walk  Tentsmuir & Morton Lochs      

On the south estuary of the River Tay this area provides a diversity of walking by coast, through woods 

and open countryside on flattish terrain. The intention is to start in Tayport and walk in along the coastal 

path then walking inland to the Morton Lochs. The stroll and walk initially walks east towards Tentsmuir 

Point then both take differing routes towards the tranquillity of Morton Lochs which has a diversity of 

wildfowl. From the lochs returning to Tayport for a cup of tea. The stroll is approximately 6 miles and the 

walk 10 miles although these distances can be lengthened or shortened depending on the weather 

conditions.  

Bus departs Comrie School car park at 08.30 and Crieff Coop car park at 08.45. 

Bus costs £12 

Stroll Leaders: Anne Kay(670898), Nan Brown 

Walk Leaders: Irwin Keith (652541), Stephanie Blaauw, Myra Robertson 

 

17th July      Hill Walk Carn an Tuirc (1019m) & Carn a’ Claise (1064)     

                7 Miles 

Two of the Glenshee Munros within easy reach of the A93 and as you are starting at 500m the ascent is 

less arduous than many of the other hill walks on the calendar. A pleasant walk in following a stream and 

visiting a spectacular little waterfall leads to the base of Carn an Tuirc from there a steep climb to the 

summit. A comparatively easy 2.5km stroll over the grass-covered plateau leads to Cairn of Claise, the 

highest point of the route. From Cairn of Claise it is nearly all downhill descending along a broad, grass-

covered ridge completes the circuit.  

Depart Comrie School car park 08.00  Depart Crieff Coop car park  08.15   

Meet A93 2km north of Cairnwell Pass  NO14667993 on OS maps  

Pay Drivers  £6.50 

Leaders:  Charlie Panton (655337), Dave McKeggie, Val Callan 

 

31st July      Walk  Comrie Fortnight Chairman’s Walk     

      Loch Turret and the Blue Crags      11 Miles 

A very popular local walk which provides panoramic views from the Ochils to the Sma‟ Glen and beyond. 

From the Loch Turret car park next to the dam the walk takes a path on the north west side of Loch Turret 

then sweeps up to the north east up a steep ascent towards Auchnafree Hill which will be to the north west 

at the top of the path .  Returning south east on an undulating path to Choinneachain Hill and the Blue 

Crags the walk continues down beyond Loch Turret and back to the car park.  The walk is all on mountain 

tracks with some burns to cross on the path alongside the loch.  It is a full day out. 

Depart Comrie School car park 09.00 Loch Turret car park  09.30 

Pay drivers £1 

Leaders:  Irwin Keith (655337), Ken Heiser, Val Callan 
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2nd August     Stroll Comrie Fortnight Vice Chairman’s  St Fillans to Comrie   

                7 Miles 

From St Fillans village the stroll follows the new core path which will eventually be part of The Three 

Saints Way.  Outside the village the core path follows the track of the old railway line towards Tynreoch 

then under the A85 via the disused railway tunnel to Dalchonzie Halt which is 3.5 miles from the start 

point.  There will be a pick-up point here but for those walkers feeling fit they can continue on the back 

road to Comrie.  

Depart Comrie School car park 10.00  St Fillans Lay-by  by The Four Seasons Hotel 10.15  

We expect to have the CoCo bus (no booking form), but also to need some cars as there are usually plenty 

of Comrie Fortnight participants. Please phone or email Myra at myra.robertson@live.co.uk to let her 

know if you are coming on the walk, and whether you will have a car available.  

Leaders:  Myra Roberston (670166), Felicity Martin, Anne Kay 

 

14th August      Stroll Towers of Alloa and Clackmannan     4.5 Miles 

This is a new stroll for the Ramblers which will appeal to history lovers as it includes two medieval 

towerhouses with excellent views all the way.  This stroll is on a well defined route and mostly flat but can 

be muddy.  There is some town walking through Alloa.   Although the path does not run by the Forth there 

may be an opportunity take a short diversion the riverbank. There is free parking within Clackmannan. 

Depart Comrie School car park 10.00  Depart Crieff Coop car park  10.15   

Meet at the Toll Booth & Mercat Cross on the High Street at 11.05.   

To get to Clackmannan take the A9 to Bridge of Allan, passing Stirling University on the left and Wallace 

High School on the right at the Causewayhead Roundabout take the second exit (Alloa A907 & St. 

Andrews A91) at the  next major roundabout take the second exit onto the Alloa road. Go straight over at 

the next roundabout,  at the following roundabout take the third exit onto the Alloa road (A907). Follow 

this road through Alloa passing the football ground on your left, at the next roundabout  follow the sign  to 

Clackmannan on the B910.  The tollbooth is half a mile down from the roundabout on Kirk Wynd. 

Pay Drivers  £3.50 

Leaders:  Margaret McVicar (670989),  Anne Kay, Robert Harrison 
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21st August      Hill Walk  Ben Starav (1078m) and Glas Beinn Mhor      

                10 Miles 

This is a challenging hill walk on steep and rocky mountains with many ridges and includes rough walking 

through bogs and some simple scrambling.  The walk initially follows the north ridge of Ben Starav where 

the going is rough to about 500 metres then eases out but with more boulders before climbing steeply 

again. The ridge levels off once more at about 800 metres as it undulates before narrowing considerably on 

the long final climb up to the top of Ben Starav. From here a steep ridge is taken towards, a top, Stob Coire 

Dheirg. This ridge narrows and may need some scrambling to negotiate. From this top there is further ridge 

walking which broadens out to Bealachan Lochain Ghaineamhaich then ascends to the steep minor peak of 

Meall na Tri Tighearean before descending slightly and then climbing once more up to Glas Bheinn Mhor. 

From here a path leads down a grassy ridge back to the stating point. 

Depart Crieff Coop car park  07.45,  Depart Comrie School car park 08.00  

Meet at a rough parking spot by start of Coiletir track which is 10 miles down the Glen Etive Road 

off the A82. (Grid Ref  NN137468) 

Pay Drivers  £6.50 

Leaders:  Robert Burns(670408), Dave McLeod, Charlie Panton 

 

28th August      Walk    Loch Shandra      8 Miles 

This is a new walk to the Ramblers.  The meeting point is at the Forestry Commission car park at Freuchies 

just before Kirkton of Glenisla Village (Grid Ref NO 224 607) which is reached by taking the B954 at 

Alyth and joining the B951 towards Kirkton of Glenisla then taking a right just before the village.  This 

signposted for Glenmaskle Lodge.  The walk starts by taking a path up to Loch Shandra then following a 

rising path to  Auchintaple Loch . Beyond this loch there is a steep incline through a wooded area to a hill 

of 455m which will provide magnificent views over the area. From there the walk descends down to 

Craighead Farm before joining the initial path north of Loch Shandra and back to the starting point.  

Depart Comrie School car park 09.00 Depart Crieff Coop car park  09.15   

Meet 11.00 at the Forestry Commission car park at Freuchies  as stated above. 

Pay Drivers  £5.50 

Leaders:  Margaret McVicar (670989),  Val Callan, Ken Heiser 
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Bus Booking Form 

17th April      Hill Walk  Meall Tairneachain & Farragon Hill  

        

Please reserve ………………………………...seats on the bus for this hill walk. The bus will pick up 

Ramblers at Comrie School car park 8.30 and Crieff Coop car park at 8.50 .  At the end of the walk the 

bus will take walkers back to Crieff and Comrie. 

Enclosed is the sum of £…………………………… @ £5 per person. 

Please pass this form and monies in an envelope clearly marked “Farragon Hill” to the Transport 

Secretary:     Anne Kay 

      4 Strowan Square 

      Comrie PH6 2ER 

Closing date: Wednesday 13th April 2016. 

Cheques to be made to “Strathearn Ramblers”. 

 

Tick the box if you wish it be picked up at Comrie School car park at 08.30  

Tick the box if you wish to be picked up at Crieff Coop car park at 08.50  

       

 

Names of passengers   …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Bus Booking Form 

29th May          Walk   Aberfoyle to Callander     

Please reserve ………………………………...seats on the bus for this walk. The bus will pick up 

Ramblers at Comrie School car park 7.00  and Crieff Coop car park at 07.15.  At the end of the walk 

the bus will take walkers back to Crieff and Comrie. 

Enclosed is the sum of £…………………………… @ £4 per person. 

Please pass this form and monies in an envelope clearly marked “Aberfoyle to Callander” to the 

Transport Secretary:   Ken Heiser 

      18 Polinard 

      Comrie PH6 2HJ 

Closing date: Wednesday 25th May 2016. 

Cheques to be made to “Strathearn Ramblers”. 

 

Tick the box if you wish to be picked up at Crieff Coop car park at 08.45  

Tick the box if you wish it be picked up at Comrie School car park at 09.00  

       

 

Names of passengers   …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Bus Booking Form 

Saturday 4th June   Walk    Jock’s Road    

Please reserve ………………………………...seats on the bus for this walk. The bus will pick up 

Ramblers at Crieff Coop car park at 8.45 and Comrie School car park 9.00.  At the end of the walk the bus 

will take walkers back to Crieff and Comrie. 

Enclosed is the sum of £…………………………… @ £7per person. 

Please pass this form and monies in an envelope clearly marked “Jocks Road” to the Transport 

Secretary:     Ken Heiser 

      18 Polinard 

      Comrie PH6 2HJ 

Closing date: Wednesday 1st June 2016. 

Cheques to be made to “Strathearn Ramblers”. 

 

Tick the box if you wish it be picked up at Comrie School car park at 07.00  

Tick the box if you wish to be picked up at Crieff Coop car park at 07.15  

       

 

Names of passengers   …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Bus Booking Form 

10th July         Stroll & Walk   Tentsmuir & Morton Lochs 

Please reserve ………………………………...seats on the bus for this walk. The bus will pick up 

Ramblers at Comrie School car park 8.30 and Crieff Coop car park at 08.45.  At the end of the walk 

the bus will take walkers back to Crieff and Comrie. 

Enclosed is the sum of £…………………………… @ £12 per person. 

Please pass this form and monies in an envelope clearly marked “Tentsmuir” to the Transport 

Secretary:     Anne Kay 

      4 Strowan Square 

      Comrie PH6 2ER 

Cheques to be made to “Strathearn Ramblers”. 

 

Tick the box if you wish it be picked up at Comrie School car park at 08.30  

Tick the box if you wish to be picked up at Crieff Coop car park at 08.45  

       

 

Names of passengers   …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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The Walkers Prayer 

Lord bless all walkers that we may have long and healthy lives, especially bless our Leaders for they are 

all powerful and lead us through the wilderness. 

Yea, through they lead us down valleys and over hills, we shall feel no pain for our hearts, minds and 

muscles are numb.  Let them know their North from their South and their East from their West. 

Let the sun shine so that we may have a faint idea in which direction we are heading. 

Grant us O Lord that they curb their tongues and not tell us that we have walked Seven miles when we 

know that we have walked Ten 

Also, let them know the difference between a gentle slope and a steep cliff. Give them the ability to 

count so that they know the number of walkers, so that none shall go astray. 

Make them prevent the Leaders from starting to walk the minute everyone has caught up and curse 

those walkers who overtake the Leader, let their sticks break, their laces come undone and their flasks 

leak. 

Curse also those who  disappear into the woods without telling the back marker. 

Grant O Lord sunshine at all time, but not too hot, cooling breezes, but not a howling gale, shade when 

needed and incomparable views when we are resting. 

Spare us from brambles, nettles and other obstructions and lead us not down wrong paths. 

Finally, Lord let us arrive back at our cars safe and sound for we are the children of the wilderness, the 

blind being led by the blind and we are the shattered. 

Give us strength to turn up for the next walk, for we are the tribe stupid and know no better. 

We ask all this with tongue in cheek, ever conscious that many a true word is spoken in jest.  

The Strathearn Rambler is the official newsletter of the Strathearn Ramblers which is a Comrie based organisation with no 

affiliation or connection to the Ramblers Association or any other walking organisation.   

The editor would welcome comments from fellow members on suggestions and improvements to the Strathearn Rambler.  

Editor:   Felicity Martin,  Ellangowan, Polinard, Comrie  PH6 2HJ 

Email:   felicity@felicitymartin.co.uk 

Editor of this issue: Irwin Keith,  St John‟s,   7 Strathearn Terrace, Crieff     PH7  3DT 

Email:   i.keith@btinternet.com 


