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 Minutes of the meeting of 12
th

 September 2013  

 @ Comrie Community Centre from 7.30pm  

1.0 Attendance Action 

 Community Councillors: 

Andrew Finlayson (Chair) 

Sandra McRitchie (Secretary) 

Gordon McCartney 

 

 

 

 

 George Lees – Student Exchange Co-ordinator ( Carlton Place 

Twinning)  

 

 PKC Councillor – Rhona Brock  

 Apologies : Community Councillors Gill Brock, David Robertson and 

Judy McDowall and David Adam. 

 

2.0 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes (13
th

 June 2013)  

 The Monument – To be discussed on return of Cllr McDowall.  

 Abbeyfield–CC Finlayson has sent the letter to Abbeyfield Crieff re the 

‘Comrie money’ and reads out the response from them of 26
th

 June 

noting that a ‘more substantive response may well take some time’.  

Possible actions will be discussed at future meetings. 

Cllr 

Finlayson 

 

 War Memorial- CC Finlayson tables Ray Crosier’s note stating  it would 

be ‘splendid’ if the CCC could pursue the ‘Paving Stones to Honour 

WW1 Heroes’ initiative launched by Government whereby specially 

commissioned paving stones will be presented to councils in the areas 

where VC recipients of WW1 were born.  Ray notes our own VC 

recipient as Lieutenant John Manson Craig, V.C., Royal Scots Fusiliers 

and originally of Invergeldie who received the honour in 1917. Paving 

stones are being created each year until 2018 to commemorate 100 

years since individual awards. CC Finlayson will bring this up with the 

War Memorial Trustees and also bring forward discussions about what 

needs to be done to ‘tidy up’ the monument garden. 

Cllr 

Finlayson 

 

 George Lees notes that the Memorial appears overtaken by Rhodys on 

the right hand side and the tree in the corner needs cleared at low 

level. Also consideration should be given to allowing the hedge to 

come up to fence height and not remain as low as it is. 

 

 Cemetery Water – Cllr McCartney again underlines the failures of PKC 

to fulfil their undertakings to adequately top up the water bowsers at 

the cemetery. The bowsers have often remained empty for weeks and 

Cllr Rhona 

Brock 
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weeks. Cllr Rhona Brock agreed to glean an understanding from PKC of 

what their long term plans are. 

 Post Box- The Tay Avenue post box has gone and we have no word on 

further developments in this matter. 

 

 Canada Exchange – George Lees gave a report on the recent 10 day  

visit of 4 young students and their 2 ‘chaperones’ from Carlton Place, 

Canada (our twin ‘town’) as part of the student exchange being 

facilitated by CCC this year. The visit was a great success with all the 

students and their host families getting on splendidly and the 

programme of events proving very successful and including; Co-Co bus 

trips to Oban, Stirling, Edinburgh, Aberfeldy and around the Strath to 

enjoy various attractions.  

 

 It is noted that 4 young students from Comrie and their 2 ‘chaperones’ 

are going over to Canada this October on a reciprocal trip. We wish 

them well and look forward to hearing a report of their ‘adventure’ 

 

 George confirms that the feelings both sides of the Atlantic favour 

trying to keep the student exchange going on a once every two years 

basis. 

 

 Cllr Finlayson thanks all parties for making this visit a great success; 

The host families, the Community Councillors for their various efforts, 

Crieff High School for the manner they embraced the project (and the 

Canadian Students), Stevie Simpson for his tireless enthusiasm and, 

most particularly, George, Amanda and Marylin Lees for their 

tremendous effort and commitment to the project. 

 

3.0 Matters Arising from ‘The Future of Bumble Bee Square’ Meeting 

(18
th

 July 2013) 

 

 CCC have received no further word from the developer regarding the 

time frame for lodging the Application for Planning Permission for the 

recent proposals but remain under the assumption it will be soon. 

 

 Member of the public Neill Aitken notes that he has written to 

Transport Scotland expressing his deep concerns about traffic (health 

& safety) issues that he feel will surely arise should the development 

go ahead.  

 

 We note the forming of  a ‘Stop the Co-op’ group in the village  

 CCC will consider all opinions and respond in due course to any future 

Planning Application. 

 

 It is noted that, following the surge of interest (and pledges) in the 

Square precipitated by the recent proposals, The Friends of Bumble 

Bee Square are trying to establish a reasonable purchase price from 

the developer in order to assess the achievability of any on going fund 

raising exercise and will report back soon. 
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4.0 Roads Report  

 In the absence of Cllr Brock Cllr McCartney give some brief points on 

roads matters; 

 

 

 Blairinroar-Meiggar road – remedial works nearing completion. 

Yellow Lines on A85 through the village – works are imminent and 

signing is up for parking restrictions on 22
nd

 September to facilitate. 

 

5.0 Secretary’s Report  

 Litter at the Lynn – Cllr Ann Cowan has spoken to PKC Waste Services 

Manager Bruce Reekie who is arranging for an extra bin and looking, 

with the landowners, at  the possibility of signage. We can contact 

Bruce if we wish him to come speak to us about any local littering 

issues, camp fire problems etc.  

 

 In relation to nuisance caravan parking we understand that if reported 

within the first 24 hours it is a matter for the police and they should be 

contacted. If the caravan has been parked for over 24 hours this is a 

matter for PKC Environmental Services. 

 

 Meeting in Crieff – We have received, and will accept, an invitation 

from Crieff Community Council to meet them and other nearby 

Community Councils at the Hydro on Tuesday October 8
th

. It is hoped 

that closer co-operation between nearby Community Councils will be 

of value. 

 

 Kirsty Topping reporter at the Courier would appreciate copies of our 

meeting minutes as they appear. 

Cllr 

McRitchie 

6.0 Treasurer’s Report  

 David Adam has provided his report dated 12
th

 September which was 

tabled and discussed noting; 

 

 Bank Balances; 

Main Account  6496.75 

Flood Account 758.70 

Hayride 413.11 

Legion Park 252.41 

Public Toilets 79.38 

 

 Bills outstanding re Student Exchange - Visit by Canadians;  

Go Ape/Aberfoyle/Grouse/Edinburgh  Experiences -£317.80 to George 

Lees 

Caithness Glass for paper weight making– Arnaud Rolin - £215.55 

Co-Co Bus – awaiting bill. 

 

 

 

Bills outstanding re Student Exchange - Comrie students going to 

Canada this October; 

Airline Cost for Student Exchange - £2804.60. It is noted that around 

half of the cost of the flights is being met by the participants and that 

hospitality is being laid on by the people of Carlton Place for which we 

encounter no costs. It had been anticipated that we would have a fund 

raising ball or such specifically to help with this expenditure but events 
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conspired against us and this was not done. We agreed however that 

we have otherwise had a successful fund raising year (our main 

account balance £2200 up on last year) and that we must settle these 

accounts forthwith and ensure that a future Student Exchange fund 

raising initiative helps to replenish funds and secure the option of us 

engaging  in the anticipated 2015 Student Exchange. 

 Sandra notes £593 recent income yet to be lodged apportioned as 

follows ; Peter McRitchie’s Burns Supper £250, Boulevard Bottle Stall 

£150, Hayride £153,  Website Income £40. Particular thanks go to 

Peter McRitchie for his fund raising efforts with support of Comrie 

Foundation. 

 

 Other Commitments – 1.costs of paint/varnish for bridge handrail 2. 

£30 from Stirling Ramblers towards the Melville Monument. 

 

 Resignation - It is with deep regret but understanding that we 

announce and accept the resignation of David Adam from his role as a 

Community Councillor. He has been our very able treasurer for the last 

two years and we thank him for giving his time and his heart towards 

the betterment of the village. David has kindly agreed to keep the 

books till the end of the year and chaperone any new Treasurer into 

the role. 

 

7.0 Any other Business  

 Comrie Community Council needs help – This Council is now down to 

six Councillors and there is no question that we need to encourage 

willing and able volunteers to join us on this Council for a period of up 

to two years till the 2015 Community Council Elections when we all 

‘stand down’. There is no question that circumstances over the last 

year have taxed our resources but we believe a valuable role is being 

played by CCC on a number of fronts and we need assistance to help 

make our input more effective. 

All 

councillors 

 Emergency Plan- Cllr Finlayson tables the latest draft of the Comrie 

Emergency Plan revised to take on board comments from the various 

agencies. It is agreed we can now ‘publish’ this plan and move forward 

to discuss and agree the various ‘actions’ required of the plan.  

 

 Flood Protection -We understand there remain many issues 

outstanding from last years floods and we know people are still 

suffering. We had hoped to be able to help co-ordinate in some way 

the provision of home flood protection products within the village but 

have been frustrated by the glacial pace of Flood Forum in sharing 

information from their surveys of people properties. Paul Hendy of 

flood forum has assured us that despite countless let downs we can 

expect his report by the end of this month. 

 

 PKC Flood Protection Works – Whilst the major engineering works to 

the Ruchill have been completed there remains outstanding the matter 

of fencing around the fields at the end of Camp Road. We understand 

from Dr Irvine that he will be meeting with Richard Armstrong , PKC 

Ranger to discuss matters in the very near future. 

 

 It is noted that SSE have advanced plans to be able to link up the  
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Community Centre to generator power in the event of a power down. 

 SSE also advise that we publish their important phone numbers;  

0800 300 999 – to report a power cut  

0800 622 838 – The Careline Team to register anyone you know who 

may need a priority service in the event of power going down (eg 

anyone on a ventilator or dialysis machine)  

 

 Comrie Rovers – the matter of Comrie Rover’s away strip was raised 

and whilst it might be contentious with sections of the community it 

was felt  inappropriate for us to pass any comment here hoping any 

disharmony is resolved by the parties most directly involved. 

 

 Comrie in Colour – Congratulations to all the hard workers who help 

keep our village beautiful and who have again scooped prestigious 

accolades in this year’s round of nation wide awards.  

 

 Cllr Rhona Brock is looking for a list of all the village’s voluntary 

organisations and is directed to our web site and Claire Mullen at the 

CDT. 

 

 Hay Ride – Congratulations and thanks go to all involved in this years 

successful Hayride which took place on the 8
th

 September when 

around 100 adults and kids enjoyed fun, games & food on the fields of 

Kindrochet by Dundurn. Special thanks to games maestro Kenny 

Howatt; Ena & Martin Bennie for hosting the event; all the tractor 

owners and drivers for giving their day and machines; Murray Lochlan 

for giving us the burgers; Teddy Blairs for giving us sweets; The Moffats 

of First Response for their diligent watchfulness; Margaret & Ann for 

their culinary teamwork; the police for chaperoning the convoy and all 

the Councillors who mucked in on what was a lovely day. 

 

 Cllr Rhona Brock advises us that the annual Perth & Kinross Council St 

Andrews Day Parade will be held in Crieff this year and that we will be 

invited along. 

 

 

 

First Response have advised us that SSE are having a big open day and 

in relation to community resilience would welcome organisations such 

as ourselves to come along with our collection buckets 

 

 Ryder Cup- Cllr Rhona Brock advises us that Councillors and 

Environmental Services are meeting with the Ryder CupTeam next 

week and looking in to the possibilities of improving travel 

arrangements to the event from outlying areas. 

 

7.0 Date of Next Meeting  

 The next full meeting of this council is set for  Thursday 8
th

 October at 

7.30pm in the Community Centre. 

 

 

 


