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Perth and Kinross Local Area Commander’s Bulletin 
18th December 2014

As part of my attendance at community council network meetings, I attended the latest one at Balinluig on Monday evening. My thanks to those that attended the meeting, it was great to meet you. The common thread of communication with local officers was raised and is something I am determined to address. Indeed, my attending such network meetings is part of a developing community engagement plan for Perth and Kinross, which Inspector Julie Robertson will circulate in the near future.

This week has been, thankfully, a quieter week for alcohol related violence. In addition, it is evident that people are heading the advice about the new drink drive levels. Officers have been very actively engaging with drivers and over the last two weeks have breathalysed 458 drivers, yet only two people have been found to be over the limit. This is a great result, as I see actually catching someone over the limit in a way as a failure, rather than preventing the drink driving in the first place.
Crime

Thefts of purses continue in Perth city centre, with elderly ladies being targeted. Similar to the crimes reported last week, we have had a further two thefts whereby the victims have been shopping around some of the charity shops in the city and the person responsible has been able to undo their handbags and steal their purses.  Work is ongoing with the shops in question to improve the security for customers. We also have a number of positive lines of enquiry to identify the perpetrator.

In addition to these crimes, we have had two handbags snatched from victims in and around St John’s centre. On each occasion the victim has been in the toilets in the centre and having put their handbag down, it has been grabbed by a female, who has run from the scene. We have identified a 23 year old female from the Crieff area who we are very keen to trace in regards to these thefts. Officers are actively carrying out enquiries in Crieff and Perth to trace her. 

My advice to all ladies, don’t let your handbag out of your possession and try to secure your purse within a compartment. We will catch the people responsible and I will update you on that at the time.
There was a break-in to an air machine at a garage in Crieff on the same night as a car wash was broken into in Almondbank; similarly, over the period we have seen thefts of lead from Orwell Church in Milnathort and St Mary’s Church in Coupar Angus, highlighting that much of the crime committed in the rural parts of Perth and Kinross involves criminals travelling across the area, and the importance of identifying suspicious vehicles. If we get the registration number of a vehicle, we can do a great deal in tracking down the criminals.

There has been one break into house in the Newburgh area, which links into 3 similar crimes in Fife. The only other break-in was to a shop in Perth, which is being investigated by the CID at this time.
Community Issues

The last Friday before Christmas is known amongst Police circles as ‘Black Friday’. It is the start of the last weekend of party nights and many people finish work on that day for a holiday over the festive period. It is a night when large numbers of people, many of whom don’t normally go out drinking, will be out drinking and socialising. 

It is often a night of drunken disorder and, at times, violence. I can still recall Black Friday in 1996; St John’s place was the scene of a wild west style brawl involving over 50 people and a number of pubs had to be closed by the Police because of the danger to the public. 

Thankfully not every ‘Black Friday’ is like this. My officers will be out in strength tomorrow, with officers normally working in offices out in uniform to support operational colleagues to manage the inevitable demands that will be placed on them.
My message is if you are going out tomorrow with friends, plan how you will get home, avoid drinking to excess (I never could understand the pleasure of getting so drunk) and above all stick with your friends to keep yourself and them safe. 

Finally, it is hard to believe it is only a week from Christmas; try telling my children that! Anyway, I hope you have a pleasant and safe Christmas; I will not be circulating a bulletin next Thursday for obvious reasons, but will try to get information out the following week.
If you have any information about any of these issues or would like to discuss them further, please contact your local community sergeant, all of whom are listed below.

Mike Whitford

Perth 

Sgt David Patton – Perth City 

· TaysidePerthCityCentreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysidePerthCityNorth@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
      TaysidePerthCitySouthCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
Sgt Jon Anton -  Methven/Luncarty/Stanley/Bridge of Earn/Carse of Gowrie/Abernethey/Scone

· TaysideStrathtayCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideCarseofGowrieCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideAlmondEarnCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk

Perthshire South and Kinross-shire
Sgt Sandra Williams – Auchterarder/Crieff/Kinross/Kinrosshire

· TaysideKinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideStrathallanCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideStrathearnCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Perthshire North

Sgt Amanda Nicolson – Aberfeldy/Dunkled/Pitlochry

· TaysideHighlandCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideStrathtayCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
Sgt Karen Harrison – Blairgowrie&Glens/Coupar Angus/Aylth

· TaysideStrathmoreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
· TaysideBlairgowrieGlensCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
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