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Heinrich Steinmeyer Legacy Fund – Media Update 

 

Comrie Trial Bus Service - Surprise and Disappointment 

 

Early results from Comrie’s trial bus service have come as a major surprise to the local organisers, 

who have expressed disappointment with the take-up in the village. The Sweeneys minibus has 

provided ‘hail and ride’ community transport five times a day on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 

since the first week of November. On the 120 village circuits in the 24 days of service since then, the 

bus has only been used for 51 journeys. This means that, on average, the community bus service 

travels with no passengers on more than half of its journeys around the Comrie circular route. 

 

The Steinmeyer Legacy Committee members, who approved funding for the five-month trial, have 

been surprised by the low take up after last year’s survey in which mobility and transport were 

identified as the biggest issues along with care and support. In the responses to the March survey a 

large number of people reported problems with getting down to the village and to Crieff and other 

areas. This was followed by the November community vote on legacy fund uses, with the largest 

number of votes going to spending on the CoCo Bus and other local transport improvements. 

 

Sweeneys, which has provided the ‘Comrie Circular’ since 5th November last year has commented 

that "We were expecting much greater use of the Comrie bus service in line with our experience of the 

very successful and much used local bus services we provide in Crieff and Aberfeldy.” On the 

question of whether it would have been better to have started the trial service at a different time of 

year, Sweeneys stated “Passenger numbers in those places are slightly higher over the summer 

months, but the buses are also well used there across the whole year." 

 

Local resident, Gillian Brock, said that the bus use figures are “very sad reading indeed after so much 

work went into organising it. It’s now in the hands of people in Comrie whether the number of people 

using the service increases so that a case can be made to the council for long-term funding.” 

Expressing his disappointment with the use of the trial service, another resident, Alan Moffat, said he 

“would not expect public funding to be made available for a service three days a week if the uptake 

does not increase substantially over the rest of the trial period.” 

 

The legacy funded bus trial is due to continue until the end of March. The Legacy Committee wants 

people in Comrie to be aware that there would need to be much greater use of the Comrie Circular 

over the next few weeks for a case to be made to Perth & Kinross Council in time to secure public 

funding to keep the community bus service running from April of this year, at least for one or two 

days per week. 

 

 

 

 

Comrie bus service November December Nov-Dec 

 5.11-31.11 1.12-31.12 5.11-31.12 

    

Days 12 12 24 

Village circuits 60 60 120 

    

Concessionary fares 26 20 46 

Paying passengers 5 0 5 

Total passengers 31 20 51 

    
 


