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Overview
Have your say on Potentially Vulnerable Areas (PVAs) for Flood Risk Management in Scotland.
This consultation runs from 25 March to 24 June 2024, and we would like your views.
	What are Potentially Vulnerable Areas (PVAs)?
PVAs are areas where significant flood risk exists now or is likely to occur in the future and they help Scotland to understand and prioritise where work could benefit the most. They are a vital part of protecting people, properties, businesses, communities, infrastructure, and our environment.
The PVAs are updated and published every six years. They were first identified in 2011 and were updated in 2018. In December 2024 they are due to be updated again. In this consultation we would like your views on the proposed changes.
The following pages will explain how and why we have made changes to the PVAs.

Why your views matter
We want your views on the proposed PVAs.
The consultation closes on 24 June 2024. We will publish a summary of responses on our website. SEPA will take account of views received and submit proposals to the Scottish Ministers later this year. The Scottish Ministers will then formally designate the PVAs. They will be published in December 2024. We will also use the consultation responses to inform future flood risk management work.
Answering the questions should take about 10 minutes, although you may want to explore some of the information for longer. 
Have your say - By entering the consultation survey, you agree for your data to be used in accordance with our privacy policy.

About You
Providing a name and organisation is not required. Not answering them, will not stop you from completing the consultation.
If you would like to respond at a national scale, rather than on a specific community please fill in the comments box at the end of the survey, in Section 9.
Question 1. What is your name? (optional)……………………………………….
Question 2. What is your email address? (optional)………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
If you enter your email address, then you can receive an acknowledgement email when you submit your response.
Question 3. Please indicate whom you are responding on behalf of, using the categories below (required):
Member of public/interest or community group	
Business	
Responsible authority designated under the FRM Act 2009	
Other public body/non-governmental organisation (NGO)	
Consultancy/ academia	
Other (please respond below)	
Organisation name	


Potentially Vulnerable Areas – how we are updating them
How are we changing the PVAs?
In 2011 and 2018 the PVAs were large geographic areas based on river catchments or coastal areas. They were designated based on the potential current or future risk from all sources of flooding. This designation was informed by the National Flood Risk Assessment.
Within each existing PVA, community-based target areas were identified. Each target area has actions to reduce flood risk listed in the Flood Risk Management plans. The plans also list the national actions that take place across the country that help manage current and future flooding.
Feedback from our partners, stakeholders, and the public through previous consultations, concluded that having both the PVAs and the target areas has made the prioritisation of flood risk management actions unclear. 
Based on that feedback, the main change for December 2024 is that instead of having both target areas and PVAs, we will only have community focused PVAs. When taking actions to address flood risk in the community a catchment-based approach is essential and will be maintained. The communities at significant risk of flooding, previously identified as target areas in the flood risk management plans, will become the PVAs.
Since 2018 new information has become available including:
Reports of flooding.
Flood studies.
Other consultations’ responses (including the Flood Risk Management Plans consultation in 2020/21).
We have used this information to review the PVAs.
Important information on PVAs
When considering actions to manage flood risk, a catchment-based approach is still essential. Any actions taken in the river catchment (or coastal area where a community is located, has the potential to impact the flood risk in that community.
There will be communities that were in a catchment scale PVA in 2018 and are now not proposed as a PVA in 2024. If a community was not a target area in the Flood Risk Management plans, no specific objectives or actions were planned for the area. However, national actions will still apply to these areas. 
Almost all the communities identified as target areas have been proposed as PVAs for 2024.
There will be some people and places outside of proposed PVAs at risk of flooding. Not being included in a PVA does not mean that there is no risk of flooding or that support will not be provided by flood risk management responsible authorities.
These PVAs will be the areas where specific flood risk management actions will be identified for the next review flood risk management plans, which will next be published in 2027. 
Further information on some of the terms used can be found in our Glossary  and FAQs.













Question 4. Do you agree or disagree with the approach take to review the PVAs? (required) Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
Agree	
Neither agree nor disagree	
Disagree	


Comments…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Question 5. Do you agree or disagree with the move to community scale PVAs? (required). Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
Agree	
Neither agree nor disagree	
Disagree	


Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Potentially Vulnerable Areas – Designation Status
You will be provided with hard copies of maps showing all the proposed community PVAs in Scotland. 
Please name the community on which you want to provide feedback. This community will be used for later questions. If you wish to provide feedback on multiple communities that option will be provided.

Question 6. Please name the community on which you want to provide feedback. 
Community Name (required): ……………………………………………………


Do you agree with the PVA designation of this community?
You have already selected a community on the previous page. Do you agree with the PVA status of this community?





Reminder of the key facts:
In 2011 and 2018 the PVAs were large geographic areas based on river catchments or coastal areas. They were designated based on the potential current or future risk from all sources of flooding. This designation was informed by the National Flood Risk Assessment.
Within each existing PVA, community-based target areas were identified. Each target area has actions to reduce flood risk listed in the [image: Anchor]Flood Risk Management plans. The plans also list the national actions that take place across the country that help manage current and future flooding.
Feedback from our partners, stakeholders, and the public through previous consultations, concluded that having both the PVAs and the target areas has made the prioritisation of flood risk management actions unclear. 
Based on that feedback, the main change for December 2024 is that instead of having both target areas and PVAs, we will only have community focused PVAs. When taking actions to address flood risk in the community a catchment-based approach is essential and will be maintained. The communities at significant risk of flooding, previously identified as target areas in the flood risk management plans, will become the PVAs.
Since 2018 new information has become available including:
· Reports of flooding.
· Flood studies.
· Other consultations’ responses (including the Flood Risk Management Plans consultation in 2020/21).
We have used this information to review the PVAs.


Question 7. Do you agree with the PVA status of your community? 
(required)? Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
	Yes
	

	No
	

	Don’t know
	



Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………

Question 8. Would you like to provide evidence to support your comment on PVA designation? For example, a photograph? Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
	Yes
	
	If answer is Yes, proceed to Question 9

	No
	
	If answer is No, proceed to Question 10



You have indicated you would like to provide evidence to support your comment on the PVA status of your community. By continuing you agree to our terms and conditions below. The Terms and Conditions tell you how your information will be used, which includes adding to SEPA's database of recorded flood events, if applicable. 
Please do not provide any information which may identify an individual.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
How we may use the information you submitted 
 
By accepting these terms and conditions, you agree for SEPA and other public sector organisations to use the data you provided in ways which help meet their statutory responsibilities. 
 
For example, SEPA use flood event data to: 
Provide land use planning advice 
Calibrate and verify the flood models underpinning our flood maps 
Monitor progress in managing flood risk in Scotland against objectives identified in the Flood Risk Management Plans 
Develop our understanding of the impacts of climate change  
 
Your Personal Information 
 
We will only use your personal data in accordance with our privacy policy https://www.sepa.org.uk/help/privacy-policy/. Where possible, this will include removing any identifying information from your submission prior to further use. 
 
Intellectual Property Rights 
 
Where applicable, you retain any intellectual property rights, such as copyright, in the information you submit. However, by submitting the information, you are agreeing to provide SEPA a non-exclusive, transferable, sub-licensable, royalty free and worldwide licence to host, use, distribute, modify, copy, display or create derivative works of your submitted information in accordance with Open Government Licence terms. The full details of these terms are available here. 
 
You should only submit information that belongs to you. By submitting information, you assert that you are the owner of any intellectual property rights in the information. 
SEPA will not include any attribution statements. By submitting the information to SEPA, you waive any moral rights to be asserted as the owner of the information. 
 
General 
 
No Party, other than you and SEPA, shall have a right to enforce these terms and conditions. 
 
Nothing within these terms and conditions interferes with the statutory rights or obligations of you or SEPA. 
 
These terms and conditions are governed by Scots law and in the event of a dispute you agree to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts. 
Question 9. Please complete the fields below (for the evidence you wish to provide)
	Date of flooding
	

	Description of flooding – flood source (for example river coastal or surface water flooding)
	

	Description of flooding – flood impact (for example road was flooded)
	



1. Do you want to comment on another community?
You have provided comments on a community in the previous pages. Would you now like to comment on another community? Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
Question 10. Do you want to comment on another community?
	Yes
	
	If answer is Yes, proceed to Question 11

	No
	
	If answer is No, proceed to Question 15



2. Potentially Vulnerable Areas - Designation Status - Additional Community
You will be provided with hard copies of maps showing all the proposed community PVAs in Scotland. 
Please name the community on which you want to provide feedback. This community will be used for later questions. If you wish to provide feedback on multiple communities that option will be provided.
Question 11. Please name the community on which you want to provide feedback. 
Community Name (required): ……………………………………………………
Question 12. Do you agree with the PVA status of your community? Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
	Yes
	

	No
	

	Don’t know
	



Question 13. Would you like to provide any evidence to support your comment? For example, a photograph. Please put a cross in one of the following boxes.
	Yes
	
	If answer is Yes, proceed to Question 14

	No
	
	If answer is No, proceed to Question 15



Question 14. Please complete the fields below (for the evidence you wish to provide)
	Date of flooding
	

	Description of flooding – flood source (for example river coastal or surface water flooding)
	

	Description of flooding – flood impact (for example road was flooded)
	



3. Preparing for flooding
We would like to hear from you about where you can find information about flooding and advice on how to prepare for it.
Question 15. Do you use any of the following SEPA flood products? Please put a cross in all the following boxes that are applicable to you.
	Live flood updates
	

	Flood Warnings (Floodline)
	

	Check your flood risk
	

	Scottish Flood Forecast
	

	National Flood Risk Assessment
	

	Flood Risk management Plans
	

	Guidance and advice
	

	None of these
	



Please tell us about any other SEPA flood products you use:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...


4. If applicable - Comments on the proposed PVAs on a National Scale

We would like to hear your comments on the proposed PVAs, on a national scale. Please leave your comments in the space below. 

Comments……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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