COMRIE

Comrie & District Community Council Meeting

COUNCIL

The White Church, Thursday 10 April 2025, 7 pm

In Attendance: Andrew Scobie (AS)(Chair), Lindsay Brown (LB)(Treasurer), Amy Fenwick (AF),
Tim Lucas (TL), Lynn Stewart (LS), Andrew Thompson (AT), Terri Bacon (TB), Ross Scobie (RS)

Elected Representatives: Baillie Rhona Brock, Cllr Stewart Donaldson
In attendance: Neill & Morag Aitken, David Spaven
Members of the Public: 2

1. Welcome & Apologies:
a. AS welcomed all attendees to the meeting
b. AF noted apologies from Clir Noah Khogali, PS Adam Denny, PC Donald
Florence, PC Pauline Smart, Dee Thomas
2. Approval of Previous Minutes & Matters Arising
a. Nil matters arising
b. Minutes approved: Proposed by AT and seconded by TL
3. Office Bearers' Reports:
Secretary: Nil to report. Picked up in the agenda
Treasurer: Treasurer’s Report — March 2025
Invoice of £250 from Laggan Park committee still outstanding.
Current Balances
Admin Account £574.34
(£572.31)
Community Account £4,292.46
(£4,292.46)
Xmas Light Account  £5,539.39
(£6,273.79)
Changes since last report:
Admin Account: Interest £2.30
Community Account. No change.
Christmas Lights Account. Expenditure: £734.40 to Tayside Contracts for dismantling
the lights.
4. Relevant Planning Applications
5. Police Scotland Update
Nil report received: PC Donald Florence happy for us to share his contact details to
any member of the public with concerns to raise or alternatively pass him their details
and he will get back to them.
6. Volunteer Drivers- Neill Aitken
Neill and Morag Aitken attended the meeting to discuss support requirements for
recruiting additional volunteers for the Comrie Hospital Driving Service. Neill
provided an overview of the service, which offers transport to medical appointments
for residents without access to cars or suitable public transport. Information forms
about the service are available at the Post Office and medical centre. The
Community Council agreed on the importance of the service and committed to
supporting efforts to raise its profile. Clir Rhona Brock suggested promoting the




service via the Perth & Kinross Council Facebook page. AF agreed to assist Neill
Aitken in creating communications materials and to use the Community Council's
channels to promote volunteer recruitment & to engage with PKC comms.
7. Traffic Calming Opportunities- David Spaven
David Spaven, a Comrie resident and sustainable transport campaigner with
experience in the rail industry, gave a presentation on his findings of traffic issues in
Comrie. Having moved from Edinburgh in 2022, he highlighted concerns including
widespread ignoring of the 20mph limit, poor road and pavement conditions, vehicle
noise, deterioration of bus services, and the lack of a pedestrian crossing.
David outlined seven potential areas for improvement, with an initial focus proposed
on creating a pedestrian crossing and improving speed bumps. He suggested forming
a small working group to visit other towns in Perth & Kinross to gather examples of
best practice.
Baillie Rhona Brock supported the idea of a crossing, noting past efforts had been
hindered by Bear Scotland due to the trunk road status of the A85.
Feedback from members included concerns that existing speed bumps are
ineffective and noisy, with LS suggesting the style of bumps used in Braco as a better
model.
Clir Stewart Donaldson reported that these matters could be raised at the quarterly
PKC road safety meetings and flagged issues with some of the village's speed
signage.
A member of the public raised concerns that the temporary traffic lights at the
bridge on Drummond Street are encouraging speeding through the village; they
advised that they are in ongoing discussions with Balfour Beatty, Perth & Kinross
Council, and Transport Scotland regarding this issue.
David summarised that improvements would require a combination of education,
engineering, and enforcement. It was agreed to form a small working group to
develop proposals and report back to a future Community Council meeting.
8. Parking & Road Matters
a) Public Parking Meeting (31 March 2025)- Draft report for approval
AS summarised the recent public parking meeting. The draft Minutes were
accepted, proposed by LS and seconded by RS. ClIr Stewart Donaldson
confirmed that the report has been sent to the Roads Department at Perth &
Kinross Council. The proposals have now been signed off by the three ward
councillors. Signage will now be updated to reflect the new restrictions, and
implementation is in progress.
b) Road Drains on the B827 (TL)
TL outlined concerns regarding a degraded drain near the Auchingarrich
entrance on the B827, where the metalwork is sunken, creating a significant
hole and a safety risk for traffic attempting to avoid it. A member of the
public, who sits on the Timber Transport Group, advised that he would take a
proposal to his group to consider supporting repairs to the gullies. In
response to another member of the public questioning the suitability of the
B827 for heavy goods vehicles, the Timber Transport Group member
explained that timber traffic is routed over the B827 to reduce the volume of
heavy vehicles passing through Crieff.
9. Library



AT reported that there has been no further activity from the 'Save Comrie Library'
group since the last meeting. A strategy meeting will be scheduled in the near future,
following a very full-on and successful campaign to secure funding for the library for
the next two years. AT advised that discussions will continue with the other four
communities involved in local library campaigns to plan next steps with Culture Perth
& Kinross (CPK) and Perth & Kinross Council (PKC).
Comrie's participation request with PKC has been agreed. ClIr Stewart Donaldson
noted that CPK is expected to contact the 'Save Comrie Library' group soon and
offered to follow up if required.

10. Laggan Park
AS provided an overview of the outstanding request from the Laggan Park
Committee for a donation towards the park’s upkeep and running costs. Laggan Park
incurs annual running costs of approximately £1,300, supported by contributions
from user groups such as the Harriers, the cricket club, and Comrie Fortnight.
The Community Council has also assumed responsibility for the skate park’s
maintenance and insurance, increasing its financial commitments. It was noted that
the pavilion is primarily used by the cricket club and that access arrangements for
skate park users have never been formally requested or required.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Community Council would offer a £100
donation to the Laggan Park Committee, aligning with the contribution made by the
cricket club. AF agreed to write to the Committee to confirm the offer and to thank
them for their efforts in maintaining this important community resource.

11. Access & Rights of Way
AT advised that there will be an application to move a right of way at the Mill of
Fortune. Greenspace has provided a detailed timeline for the process. AT noted that
he does not anticipate any issues with the application, as the proposed change
would actually improve access.
Clir Stewart Donaldson provided an update from Callum Bachell, Greenspace:

e The final draft path agreements for the Comrie to Trowan route (Phases 1-3)
are with legal for final checks and will be issued shortly. If not signed, the
path order process will begin.

e Discussions with landowners are underway for Phase 4, with a preferred
route identified.

e Talks have resumed regarding access at Cultybraggan, with an agreement
appearing close. Clir Donaldson advised that enforcement action will be
pursued if necessary. He also visited Comrie Development Trust recently and
noted that Fiona Blacke, as interim Chair, is progressing efforts to address the
outstanding issues. AT commented that it has now been almost three years
since Greenspace Scotland initially indicated they would pursue enforcement
action. A member of the public added that the obstruction at Cultybraggan is
believed to be the highest-reported path obstruction in Perth & Kinross. Clir
Donaldson confirmed he would follow up.

AT also reported that Joyce Carnegie has set a date for a celebration event to mark
the completion of repairs at the bottom of the Millennium Footpath. The event will
take place on 8th May.

12. Councillors Reports



13.

LB provided an update on the Community Action Plan (CAP). He advised that the
recent consultation generated 280 responses, representing around 10% of Comrie’s
population, which is considered a strong return in community engagement terms. LB
thanked the community for their excellent response. A draft report is currently being
compiled, with the draft anticipated by the end of April and the final report expected
by the end of May.

LB also provided a short update on Comrie Development Trust (CDT), noting that
Fiona Blacke has stepped up as interim Chair. The Trust is currently focusing on
revenue generation, with a number of hut premises now available.

RS reported that the Scottish Water works on Drummond Street have now been
completed, and the parking spaces have been reinstated and are available for use.
TB reported that the tender for Legion Park closes tomorrow, after which an
evaluation process will take place. She also advised that two new carpets have been
fitted in the school, with further works ongoing in the dining hall and nursery areas.
TB and Clir Rhona Brock will visit the head teacher to scope out additional potential
projects.

AS advised that Comrie in Colour has extended an invitation to villagers to attend a
ceremony to commemorate the completion of the Comrie War Memorial Garden
upgrade project. The event will be held on Sunday 13 April 2025 at 3pm.

AS also reported that 2 Bridgend is now for sale at auction. The Community Council
had previously raised concerns about the property as an empty home and a health
and safety risk.

Regarding cemeteries, AS noted that Perth & Kinross Council have taken action at
the White Church cemetery by toppling two unstable headstones at the entrance to
mitigate the risk of accidents. Stabilisation works at South Crieff Road cemetery are
ongoing.

AS noted that there is a current advert for the recruitment of retained firefighters for
Comrie.

AT reported that an email newsletter has been received from Invergledie, advising
that a Woodland Creation Scheme has been submitted to Scottish Forestry. Once
uploaded to the public register, members of the public will have the opportunity to
comment. AT noted that some changes have been made to the initial plans, mostly
viewed as improvements.

AOCB

It was agreed that the next scheduled meeting on 8 May 2025 will be cancelled, as it
coincides with VE Day commemorations. Members of the Community Council will be
attending services in the community to mark the occasion. The next meeting will
therefore take place on 12 June 2025.



