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Comrie & District Community Council Meeting COMMUNIT
{ COUNCIL

The White Church, Thursday 12 June 2025, 7 pm

In Attendance: Andrew Scobie (AS)(Chair), Lindsay Brown (LB)(Treasurer), Amy Fenwick
(AF)(Secretary), Tim Lucas (TL)(Vice Chair), Andrew Thompson (AT), Dee Thomas (DT)

Elected Representatives: Baillie Rhona Brock, Cllir Stewart Donaldson
In attendance: David Spaven, Gavin Bisset- PKC Flood Engineer, Fiona Blacke- CDT Chair
Members of the Public:

1. Welcome & Apologies:
a. AS welcomed all attendees to the meeting
b. AF noted apologies from Cllr Noah Khogali, Lynn Stewart (LS), Terri Bacon
(TB), Ross Scobie (RS)
2. Approval of Previous Minutes & Matters Arising
a. Nil matters arising
b. Minutes approved: Proposed by TL and seconded by AT
3. Office Bearers' Reports:
Secretary: Nil to report. Relevant items covered in the agenda
Treasurer: Community website subscriptions have gone out. It was made clear that
there is no link between this and the Comrie Facebook page. To date we have
received 17 renewals, 7 cancellations and 1 don’t know, out of just under 70
subscriptions last year. Reminders to be sent out this week.
Current Balances:
ADMIN ACCOUNT £484.34

(£574.34)
COMMUNITY ACCOUNT  £4,722.46

(£4,292.46)
XMAS LIGHT ACCOUNT  £5,539.39

(£5,539.39)

Changes since last report:
Admin Account. Expenditure — Hall Hire - £90
Community Account. Income — Community website business listing subscriptions -
£430
Christmas Lights Account. No change

4. Relevant Planning Applications

Nil to report. Wind Farm proposal discussed under Item 13.

Police Scotland Update

6. There were no Police Scotland officers in attendance and no update was submitted
in advance of the meeting. AT noted that it would be helpful to have regular police
attendance at community council meetings to discuss local matters. AS added that
there have been several recent incidents of petty vandalism in the area.

7. Comrie Development Trust (CDT)
Fiona Blacke, Chair of the CDT, introduced herself and expressed her appreciation for
the invitation to attend the meeting. She emphasised her intention to build a closer
working relationship between the CDT and the wider community. Fiona reported that
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all tenants at Cultybraggan Camp now have formal leases in place, marking a
significant milestone. The CDT is now turning its focus to debt recovery, as some
tenants have accrued significant rent arrears. She acknowledged that the Trust has
historically been too reliant on loans and grants and is now exploring more
sustainable ways to generate income.
Fiona outlined a number of potential developments aimed at making better use of
the Camp as a community asset. These include working with the community
woodland, investigating solar farm opportunities and exploring the site’s potential for
hosting weddings and establishing caravan and camping pitches. She confirmed that
the CDT is liaising with Perth & Kinross Council and seeking advice from Comrie
Croft’s Andrew Donaldson on these matters.
She also updated the council on an ongoing issue relating to access to the Camp from
Comrie, which has been unresolved for over two years. The CDT is working closely
with PKC’s Greenspace team, who are in discussions with the landowner to find a
resolution. It is the CDT’s intention to re-instate the access gate.
In a bid to strengthen local engagement, the CDT is planning a membership drive and
considering offering incentives or discounts to encourage more residents to connect
with the Camp. Fiona noted that she has been attending various groups and events
in the village to raise awareness of the CDT’s role and to promote the message that
the Camp is owned by the people of Comrie and should be a resource for the whole
community. She also announced that the CDT is planning a "Big Sleep Out" event as
part of Comrie Fortnight, with more details to be confirmed in due course.
In response, AS congratulated Fiona on the opening of the Camp café and praised the
CDT’s involvement in the recent D-Day commemorations. AT thanked the CDT for its
continued efforts to reinstate access from the Camp to the village, and TL
commended the Trust for successfully formalising lease agreements and beginning
the process of debt recovery. AS also suggested that the CDT could consider
signposting individuals in financial difficulty to the Citizens Advice Bureau for further
support.

8. Community Action Plan (CAP)
The Community Action Plan is now nearing its final form. The group views the CAP as
a valuable first step towards the development of a Local Place Plan, which is a
statutory document carrying significantly more weight in influencing planning
decisions and can be formally submitted for consideration in the upcoming Local
Development Plan (LDP3). Cllr Donaldson shared information on LDP3 with the
Community Council Chair and highlighted that a call for sites is currently open.

9. Wild Camping & Beauty Spot use
AS reported that a resident had been in touch to raise concerns about inappropriate
waste being left at several popular local beauty spots. It was also noted that litter
and remnants of campfires had been left at the Linn. The Community Council
discussed whether extending the opening hours of the public toilets could help
address this issue. Currently, the toilets are locked in the early evening by a local
shop, which holds the key and closes at that time. AS agreed to explore whether
another nearby shop, which closes later, might be willing to take on responsibility for
locking the toilets at a later time to better support responsible use of outdoor areas.

10. Parking & Road Matters
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AF confirmed that a follow-up email had been sent to Blair Watt to maintain
momentum on the wider parking issues raised at the recent meeting, including
concerns around limited space and signage. Cllr Donaldson advised that Blair has
since moved into a promoted role, and there may be a delay before someone is
appointed to his previous post. AS noted that some residents have observed a
reduction in excessive ticketing recently.

The Chair of Comrie in Colour, who was in attendance, raised concerns about safety
and accessibility at the pavement area in Melville Square, where one of the group’s
planters is located. It was reported that a number of advertising signs are obstructing
the path and access to the planter, posing a risk to both volunteers and pedestrians.
The Chair of Comrie in Colour agreed to draft a letter to the businesses involved and
will share it with the Community Council for review and potential joint sign-off.

A member of the public in attendance raised concerns about ongoing speeding issues
in the village and noted that vehicles belonging to Balfour Beatty contractors were
among those observed. Gavin Bissett from PKC confirmed he would liaise directly
with Balfour Beatty to address the matter. AT added his thanks and congratulations
to the company for their efforts to reduce vehicle use by adopting bicycles for local
travel within the village.

Two members of the public attended to raise a number of concerns relating to
infrastructure in The Ross area of the village. They highlighted safety issues with the
Ross Bridge, noting that stones appear to be falling from the parapet, there is a
visible structural crack, and signs of movement are becoming evident. Additionally,
the railings along the pathway wall are severely corroded, with some sections bent
out of shape. The nearby bus stop was also reported to be in poor condition, with a
hole in the roof and an overall unstable structure. One resident’s garden is backed by
a retaining wall that appears to be deteriorating, with vegetation holding parts of it in
place, and a choked culvert contributing to the damage. AS also noted that
Dalginross Bridge is in poor condition, with previous concerns raised by SEPA
regarding paint chips falling into the watercourse if a upgrade of the paint work was
to be carried out. The Community Council agreed to extend an invitation to BEAR
Scotland to attend a future meeting in order to respond to and address these
concerns.

LB and David Spaven reported on their ongoing work exploring traffic calming
measures in Comrie and scoping the surrounding areas. A report summarising their
findings is currently being finalised and will be shared in due course. They aim to
identify the appropriate officer at PKC to discuss the background in more detail and
agree a way forward for engaging with relevant stakeholders. LB noted that there is
significant inconsistency in how speed limits are displayed across Perth & Kinross,
highlighting the need for improved signage and road markings to alert drivers more
effectively. The longstanding issue of attempts to establish a pedestrian crossing on
Drummond Street was also discussed, with recognition that several proposals have
previously failed. This matter will be explored further.

Library

Alistair Forsyth, a member of the Save Our Library group, provided an update on
recent developments. He reported that a CPK (Culture Perth & Kinross) meeting had
taken place but was poorly publicised, with limited notice given and an agenda
already set in advance, without consultation with the Save Our Library group or
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other local stakeholders. Alistair also noted that the small shop within the library,
along with the external sign, had been removed without any prior discussion or
communication. AT highlighted that Comrie is in a unique position, as the
Community Council has previously secured a Participation Request with Perth &
Kinross Council, though this has not yet been activated. Cllr Donaldson added that
Participation Requests are relatively uncommon and there may be a lack of clarity
among council officers regarding the appropriate process.

Access & Rights of Way

AT noted that Fiona Blacke had already provided a helpful overview of the ongoing
Camp to Ruchillside access issue during her earlier update. He added that there have
been multiple instances where Police have been called in relation to this matter. One
recent incident involved a dog walker who had a confrontation with the landowner,
during which Go-Pro footage was captured and subsequently shared with the Police.
Clir Donaldson confirmed he had also received correspondence from a concerned
resident and emphasised that continued Police involvement is essential. The matter
is currently being reviewed by PKC Greenspace and formal action is expected to
follow. An update will be sought from Calum Bachell of the Greenspace team.

Clir Donaldson reported that progress on the Comrie to Trowan core path project
has been slow. While landowners are in agreement, the funding model has changed;
whereas the project was previously supported through Sustrans, it must now go
through Transport Scotland, adding complexity to the process. Clir Donaldson agreed
to follow up with Bid Strachan from the Perth & Kinross Countryside Trust for an
update. AS also noted that the access path to the Baird Monument is in very poor
condition and may require attention.

Land Use Change & Renewable Energy

AT reported that a proposal for the Invergeldie Woodland has been submitted and is
expected to appear shortly on the Scottish Forestry website. He is aware that several
members of the community intend to make representations once the plans are
available.

DT informed the meeting that the Section 36 application for the proposed
Invergeldie Wind Farm is now live on the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents
Unit portal. DT has prepared a leaflet outlining how members of the public can
submit representations and distributed copies at the meeting. Hard copies of the full
application documents are available for public viewing at the White Church in Comrie
and The Four Seasons in St Fillans. The deadline for submitting representations is 21
July.

AT noted that the scoping report identifies several key issues that statutory bodies
have required the applicant to address in the full proposal. Martin Dowling, a
community member in attendance, expressed significant concerns about the visual
impact of the development, as well as the ecological damage, particularly to
peatland. He also raised concerns about the cumulative effect of multiple wind farm
proposals in the area.

AT reiterated that while the Community Council should remain neutral on the
proposal, it is important to strongly encourage individual residents to submit their
own representations. Alistair Forsyth raised questions about the decommissioning
plans at the end of the wind farm’s lifecycle. It was noted that the proposal outlines a
40-year operational period, which is unusually long compared to the typical 25-30
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years. Concerns were expressed about the risk of the operating company dissolving
before decommissioning obligations can be fulfilled.

Clir Donaldson acknowledged these concerns but also highlighted the potential
benefits of generating green energy and the importance of considering the positive
impact of any community benefit fund on the local economy.

AT also reported that he is part of a group convened by Foundation Scotland,
commissioned by the developer Low Carbon, to explore how any future community
benefit fund might be structured and managed. The group is working to develop a
strategy that ensures local control of the fund and to establish a fair allocation
formula. Foundation Scotland is a social enterprise working on behalf of communities
to manage such funds.

PKC Local Development Plan 3 (LDP3)

A request has been issued by Perth & Kinross Council to local communities as part of
a "Call for Sites" process to inform the next Local Development Plan (LDP3). LB noted
that while the Community Action Plan can be referenced in the LDP3 process, it does
not carry significant statutory weight. The missing link is a formal Local Place Plan,
which would hold greater influence in planning decisions. LB is currently scoping out
the possibilities of developing a Local Place Plan in collaboration with PKC, although
no funding has yet been identified to support its development.

Councillors Reports

Cllr Brock congratulated the Legion Park Committee on securing a start date for the
long-anticipated upgrade works, which are scheduled to begin on 18 August 2025.
She confirmed that all necessary funding is now in place. ClIr Brock also recently
visited Comrie Primary School to gather a list of concerns and has since submitted a
letter outlining these issues to the relevant officer at Perth & Kinross Council.

Clir Donaldson expressed his support for the development of a Local Place Plan as
part of the wider LDP3 process, noting that this could provide an opportunity for
stronger community input into planning decisions. He suggested that the proposed
Tourism Levy could potentially be used to support the funding of such plans. He also
highlighted an upcoming consultation meeting on the Tourism Levy, to be held at
Strathearn Community Campus on 21 August 2025. The consultation will remain
open until 30 September 2025.

AS reported that restoration work has now commenced at 2 Bridge End. He
welcomed this positive development and wished the new owner well, expressing his
satisfaction that a long-empty property is now being brought back into use.

AT shared that Comrie Croft has recently launched a new "bikepacking" initiative and
noted that a recent article in The Glasgow Herald highlighted the value of Comrie
Croft in terms of its contribution to the local economy, tourism, and employment.
AOCB

Gavin Bisset, Flood Engineer at Perth & Kinross Council, attended the meeting to
provide an update on the progress of flood protection works and to gather any
further community concerns. He reported that piling work is ongoing and has
progressed well in areas. He acknowledged the noise disruption caused by the works
and expressed thanks to the community for their patience and understanding during
this time. Gavin also shared that representatives from Balfour Beatty recently visited
Comrie Primary School to speak with pupils about the flood protection project,
offering insight into the works and providing a positive learning experience for the



children. In addition, Gavin has taken note of the issues raised during the meeting
and confirmed he will liaise directly with Balfour Beatty to ensure they are followed
up appropriately.

Date of Next Meeting: 7pm Thursday 10th July 2025
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